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Church Attendance 
Saturday & Sunday Services 

  

   2025 2024 
 September 21 144 116 
 September 28 145 134 
 October 5 146 203 
 October 12 171 128 
 October 19 201 123 
  
 Average for the Month:  161 141 
   

 

Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with the all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You… 

 
All Saints Day, the day when we remember 
all those who have preceded us in the faith, 
and now rest from their labors, gathered 
around our Lord Jesus Christ in eternal wor-
ship. “Saint” simple means “holy one”. In this 
case, one who is not holy in and of them-
selves but declared and made holy by the pre-
cious and holy blood of Christ. And this in-
cludes all those who place their faith in Him 
for their salvation on earth, and all those in 
heaven who now experience the completion 
of that faith.  

The church throughout the centuries 
has recognized these truths; realizing that 
when we on earth gather to worship, we gath-
er also with the Church triumphant in heaven. 
That’s why they included the words at the top 
of this article in the preface to the communion 
liturgy that we still use today. They recog-
nized that we are still in communion with 
those in heaven. And that means even when 
only two or three were to gather in Jesus’ 
name of earth for worship, they are joined by 
the uncountable multitudes in heaven to sing 
God’s praises. Scandinavian Lutherans also 
confessed this in the architecture of many of 
their church buildings, for they would have a 
half circle shaped communion rail, suggesting 
that the other half of the circle was in heaven 
were the saints there joined with us on earth. 

This All Saints we will once again 
name all those from our congregation that 
have joined the heavenly chorus this past 
year. Each name was a loved one. They were 

family, friend, and most importantly a broth-
er or sister in Christ. And though they are 
gone from our sight for a time what joy to 
know that they are with our Lord, and that 
every worship service though they remain 
unseen, they join with us in singing our gra-
cious God and Savior’s praises. A blessed 
All Saints to all. 

 
Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor J. Kevin Wyckoff 



 

LCMS Stewardship Newsletter Article – No-
vember 2025 
Pointing to the Rock of Ages 
Not the labor of my hands Can fulfill Thy Law’s 
demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears 
forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and 
Thou alone. (LSB 761:2) 
While the classic hymn “Rock of Ages” shows 
up in the Lutheran Service Book in the “Hope 
and 
Comfort” section, it can also teach us a valuable 
lesson about Christian stewardship. If that 
surprises you, stay with me on this one. 
No Lutheran would ever dispute the fact that our 
work does not save us. Ephesians 2 makes it 
truly clear that we are dead in our trespasses and 
sins and would remain in that state until Christ 
raises us by grace. There is not a ladder on 
which we can climb out of the grave that our 
sins 
have dug for us. No blood, sweat nor tears will 
be able to rescue us. We all know this. 
Our works do not save. Christ’s work on the 
cross of Calvary does! He bore human flesh. He 
carried the burden of our sin to the cross. His 
body was beaten, bruised and bloodied for us. 
He 
has indeed atoned for us! This is more than 
enough reason for this hymn to be bouncing 
around 
in your head all day today! 
But our work has a place. The place is in re-
sponse to what the Father has done for us in Je-
sus. 
The Rock of Ages, who is Jesus, becomes the 
foundation on which our lives of faith are built. 
The Holy Spirit uses the means of grace to make 
us God’s workmanship that Paul talks about in 
Ephesians 2:10. 
Our workmanship does not display our power or 
prowess. Like the heavens declare the 
handiwork of the Creator, the works of a re-
deemed sinner point others to the salvation that 
is 
worked only by Jesus alone. Our work is a re-
sponse to and reflection of a grace and glory that 
we 
ourselves could never accomplish or achieve. 
We become stewards of the treasure that is the 
Gospel. When we faithfully support the work of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ with our financial 
support, we are doing the work which points to 
the 
One who alone atones. When we come alongside 

a struggling sister or brother for whom Christ 
died and we share the stewardship work of com-
passion and care, we enflesh the treasure of 
God’s love and redemption. When we make it a 
weekly priority to arrange our schedule to be in 
the Lord’s House with other stewards of the Gospel 
to receive again and again the Gospel’s 
precious gift, we are stewards of the Body of Christ 
in the congregation that points even more 
people to Jesus. 
We cannot do this. Jesus does it through us. We are 
simply stewards of this precious treasure! 

 
 

St. John's Lutheran Church 
Statement of Activity 

General Fund Actual SEP  2025 
 
Income: 
Regular offerings     $36,430 
School-related     $50,714 
Other        $2,211 
Total income      $89,356 
 
 
Expenses: 
Salary & benefits     $49,224 
Benefits       $12,944 
Taxes        $1,942 
Total salary and benefits   $64,111 
 
Utilities       $3,951 
Insurance       $0 
Building Maintenance   $2,843 
Office expenses     $1,121 
Church expenses     $158 
Other expenses     $2,913 
Total expenses     $75,098 
 
Excess/(Deficit)     $14,258 
 
Drawn from savings    ($15,000) 
 
Beginning balance    $9,123 
 
Ending balance     $8,381 
 
Drawn from savings    $0 



 

July 2025 Quarterly Voters Meeting 
 
Eugene Forster called the meeting to order. 
 
Pastor Wyckoff opened with devotion and prayer. 

A motion was made, seconded, and carried to skip the reading of the secretary’s minutes and to approve as 
written.  

Membership Changes 
Transfer In: Chad, Rachael, Liam, & Camryn Ecker from Our Savior Springfield 
Transfer Out: Kaitlyn Cassady (Cooley) – Grace Lutheran Missouri-Synod congregation in Clarks-

ville, TN 
Baptisms: Allana Fae Kunce; Lauren, Calvin, Clayton Rubarts 
Confirmations: Lillian & Clara Neukomm; Tom & Lauren Rubarts 
No questions/concerns.  

Motion was made seconded and carried to accept Pastor’s report. 
Financial Reports were discussed. 

Missions Financial Report:  
General Missions Received/Disbursed  

Second Quarter (4/1/25-6/30/25): $5,945 1/1/25-6/30/25: $13,899 
CLHS Missions Received/Disbursed  

Second Quarter (4/1/25-6/30/25): $2,730 1/1/25- 6/30/25: $5,255 
Total Missions Received/Disbursed 

Second Quarter (4/1/25-6/30/25): $8,675  1/1/25-6/30/25: $19,154 
Congregational/Endowment Reports: 

 

 

 
 
Motion was made seconded and carried to accept the financial reports as submitted.  
 

Joint Council Recommendations 
A motion was made seconded and carried to approve the hire of Pre-Kindergarten Lead  
Teacher, Emily Aberle and Pre-Kindergarten Aide, Abby Balk. 

 
Trustee Report  

Air conditioner cleaning, more room for preschool students, installed LED lights at school 
 
Appointed Financial Review Committee 
 

Restricted 
Account Balance

Endowment 
Fund Balance

Balance as of 1/1/2025 586,819.97              36,802.83             
Receipts 34,206.66                2,920.40               
Disbursements 41,426.65                113.22                   
Balance as of 6/30/2025 579,599.98$            39,610.01$           

Q4 YTD
Income & Expense Report 4/1/25-6/30/25 7/1/24-6/30/25
Income 208,880$          816,513$               
Expenses (210,685)$        (834,563)$             
Income less Expenses (1,805)$             (18,050)$               

Checking Account Balance
as of 6/30/25 14,900$       

Drawn from Savings 30,000$      



 

Nominating Committee—Jodi Tavenner (Chair), Sue Luhrsen (2-year term), Tim Luhrsen, Phil Schei-
we,  

Adam Rohrbach  
A motion was made, seconded, and carried to approve the nominating committee.  

 
Evangelism/Stewardship 
· VBS Australian Adventure Fliers went out to all nearby towns, average 65 kids every day.  

Multiple high school and college students helped. Raised money and donations for Living  
Alternatives - $445 and numerous diapers/wipes and other baby items. 

· Weekly Community Bible Study – Started September 9, at American Legion, 8:30AM on Tues-
days. 

 
St. John’s School Report 
· Current enrollment 2025-2026 school year, 126 
· Fully staffed for 2025-2026 school year 
· Music room re-located to make room for PreK 
· Maintenance completed throughout the summer 
· Attended IL State Lutheran Administrative Conference  
· Picnic September 19 
 
CLHS Report 
· Current enrollment 2025-2026 school year, 14 
· Same staff 
· Auction – August 26 
 
Other Points of Interest 
· Pastor Vacation July -Aug 12 
· Ice Cream Social/Rededication of Teachers at Church August 17 
· First Day of School PreK-8 August 20 
· School Orientation and additional Rededication of Teachers at school August 18 
 
No new voting members. 

 
Eugene asked if there was any other business to discuss with none offered. 
Motion to Adjourn. 
Closed with Lord’s Prayer. 



 

St. John’s School News 
217-394-2422 www.stjohnsbuckley.com 

St. John’s Lutheran School exists to teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to assist families  
in following our Lord’s commands by providing sound Christian training for children. 

Philosophy 
 We, at St. John’s Lutheran School in Buckley, Illinois, believe that each child is a child of GOD; created by the Father, redeemed by the Son, 
and sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, empowered by the congregation and supported by the children’s parents, we teach using 
developmentally appropriate methods and practices.  Our goal is to fulfill each child’s potential by teaching excellence in character, education, and 
leadership throughout the integrated curriculum using sound Lutheran doctrinal principles based upon scriptural truth. 

Board of Parish Education  
Minutes - Tuesday, September 9, 2025 

 
Gordon called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. – 
Gordon led devotions 
Quorum was established with the following Board 
members: Gordon Schumacher, Peggy Shockley, 
Carol Liston, Jodi Tavenner, Matt Schuldt, Kenne-
dy Glazik, Brittny Wise &amp; Cody Kuester 
Others present: Sandy Spitz, Chris Dean & Pastor 
Wyckoff 
Agenda: Motion made, seconded and carried to ac-
cept the agenda as submitted. 
Minutes: Motion made, seconded and carried to 
approve the minutes as submitted. 
Financial Reports: 
· Delinquent tuition from 2024-25 is now down 

to $629.60. 
· Motion was made that the Board of Parish Edu-

cation needs to be made aware if a family is 
delinquent by 3 months, seconded and motion 
carried. 

Motion to accept the financial reports as submitted 
seconded and carried. 
 
Athletic Report:  
· Amy Reutter is assisting with the sports sched-

ule.  
Motion to accept the athletic report as submitted, 
seconded and carried. 
 
Principal’s Report – Given by Sandy Spitz: 
· Current enrollment is 132 students   
· Plea letters are in process  
· First quarter chapel offerings went to Operation 

Christmas Child   
· The first meeting for PTL will be on September 

10th and will include a Book Fair. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Marketing Committee (Kennedy Glazik):  
· Making progress on St. John’s website 
Sunday School (Carol Liston):  
· 20 children attended 
Budget: No Report 
PTL (Matt Schuldt):  
· First meeting is Wednesday 9/10/2025 this 

meeting will include a Book Fair 

Evangelism/Stewardship (Peggy Shockley):  
· None 
Church/School Picnic (Cody Kuester):  
· Date of the picnic is September 19, 2025 from 

3:00-7:00 p.m. 
Building Update: 
· Asbestos &amp; bleacher inspections will be done 

soon 
 
Old Business: 
· Employee Contracts: All have been signed – RIF 

(Reduction in Force), Library Book Selection & 
Band Class & Lesson policies were reviewed.  

A motion was made to accept these three policies with 
changes, motion seconded and carried.  
· Policy Manual review (pages 46-61) will be tabled 

to the October meeting  
· Board of Parish Education training with Trip 

Rodgers has been rescheduled to February 10, 
2026 

 
New Business: 
· Athletic coaches will remain the same as last 

school year  
· A report was submitted to the Board showing 
 student enrollment numbers by grade 
 
Executive Session: 
Motion was made, seconded and carried to enter Ex-
ecutive Session at 8:02 p.m. 
Motion was made, seconded and carried to exit Exec-
utive Session at 8:54 p.m. 
Motion to adjourn at 8:55 p.m. -  
Submitted by: Jodi Tavenner, Secretary 
Next meeting: Tuesday, October 7, 2025  
Devotions Carol 
 

Music Concert - the Band students  and the 7th & 
8th grade Choirchimes will be presenting a Christ-
mas concert on Sunday, December 7, at 2:00 p.m. in 
the church sanctuary. Please save this date and plan 
to attend.  



 

grade class had the option of drawing the Eiffel 
Tower or the Notre Dame Cathedral. Students 
then painted their drawings with watercolors. 
These drawings were cut out and glued onto pa-
per that looked like the night sky. This was cre-
ated by splattering white paint onto black paper. 
The seventh and eighth grade class looked at the 
stained glass Rose Window on the Notre Dame 
Cathedral. They created their own version by 
cutting out black paper (like a snowflake) and 
then added pieces of colorful tissue paper. 
 
November will be a new unit on Greece and we 
will begin making Chrismons! 
 
 

 
 
 
VETERAN’S DAY ASSEMBLY: On Tuesday, 
November 11 the students of St. John’s will be 
hosting a Veteran’s Day Assembly to recognize 
and honor those men and women who have 
served our country in our nation’s military. The 
assembly will be held in the gym at St. John’s 
beginning at 10:30am and all students from Pre-
school to 8th grade will be participating. Please 
join us as we honor our nation’s veterans. There 
will be refreshments for the veterans in the gym 
before from 10:00am – 10:30am. 

 
Prairieview Lutheran Home Meeting 

Corporate Congregation Delegates Special Meet-
ing will be held on Monday November 3rd @ 
6:00pm in the Prairieview Lutheran Home Back 
Conference room.  Our discussion will center 
around several proposed bylaw amendments.   
 

Lunchroom Table Fund Update 
 We’re making a joyful noise about some 
wonderful news! Thanks to the generosity of our 
St. John’s families and friends, we are near our 
goal of $18,000 to purchase new tables for the 
lunchroom. Your support has been a tremendous 
blessing! The tables have arrived, and our stu-
dents are using them every day at lunch, for art 
class, and in our after care program. 
 If you haven’t yet had a chance to contribute, 
there’s still time to help us. Every gift—large or 
small—brings us one step closer to creating a 
brighter, more welcoming space for our students 
to gather and share meals together. 
 Let’s keep the joyful noise going as we reach 
our goal! 

2nd Grade—Miss Amber Peacock 
We are swimming along in second grade. We are 
finishing up our print letters and beginning cur-
sive. Congratulations to Clay, Chase, Sophia, and 
Kinze who have already advanced. We reviewed 
short and long vowel sounds and consonant 
blends. We know the difference between soft and 
hard c and g. The students can identify nouns, spe-
cial nouns, possessive nouns, pronouns. We can 
write singular and plural nouns. In reading, we 
identified problems and solutions. We use the 
word PIE to identify author’s purpose. We are 
swimming at our addition facts. Also, we can tell 
time to the half hour, identify tens and ones, make 
pairs and count pennies and dimes. We know how 
to write fractions. What fun we had in science by 
identifying matter, see the 3 states of matter, 
watching matter change and mix. Social studies 
brought learning about families and the past. We 
compared the past to the present. Also, we enjoyed 
making predictions about the future. Our favorite 
time of the day is when we spend time with God. 
We learned about the 10 commandments. We are 
journeying with Moses and the Israelites on their 
journey from Egypt to the Promised Land. God 
continued to love them even when they turned 
their back on him. We thank God that he does the 
same thing for us. The month ended with celebrat-
ing Halloween and Miss Peacock’s birthday by 
going on a field trip to Rader Family Farms. 
 
Art—Mrs. Kari Stachura 
In October we traveled to France for art class! Our 
focus was on Claude Monet’s waterlily paintings, 
the Eiffel Tower, and the Dotre Dame Cathedral. 
The kindergarten class “built” their own Eiffel 
Towers using straws. Students first painted a back-
ground using watercolors and then glued pieces of 
paper straws to an outline. The first grade and sec-
ond grade classes created their own mini waterlily 
paintings. Students started with doors of acrylic 
paint on cardboard, used plastic knives to spread 
the paint to create an Impressionistic pattern, cut 
and glued paper for lily pads, and then used cup-
cake wrapper to make and glue waterlily flowers. 
 
The third and fourth grade class was challenged to 
created their own version of “Water Lilies and Jap-
anese Bridge”. They used markers to create areas 
of colors on watercolor paper and then sprayed 
water to create a watercolor effect. Once dry, stu-
dents used oil pastels to add details and draw a 
bridge- complete with shading! The fifth and sixth 



 

Ladies Aid/LWML Meeting Minutes 
October 2, 2025 

 
 President Chris Dippel welcomed everyone and 
called the meeting to order.   
 We went upstairs and listened to Christ Luther-
an High School play songs on their handbells. 
 Vice President and Christian Growth Chair-
man, Marcia Lane, led devotions.  We sang Hymn 
#783 "Take My Life and Let it Be". 
 Roll call was taken with 17 members and 1 
guests.  The September minutes were read and ap-
proved.  
Treasurer report was presented and filed for audit. 
 
Reports and Business:  
   *   A nominating committee was appointed to 
help with filling the positions of Vice President 
and Treasurer.  The election will take place in No-
vember. 
   *   This is Clergy Appreciation Month.  We re-
member our church staff:  Pastor, Secretary, and 
Custodian. 
   *   5 boxes of books and devotional material 
(plus 1 box from Immanuel, Loda) were delivered 
to Orphan's Treasure Box in Champaign, to be giv-
en to Love Packages.   We voted to give a money 
donation to their mission in thanks for allowing us 
to bring our material to their facility. 
   *   LWML Zone Fall Rally was attended by 5 of 
our members. 
   *   Mission Grant Proposals must be received by 
October 31.  Forms are available if needed. 
   *   CID Retreat is Oct 10-11.  2 of our members 
are attending. 
   *   We are donating our clothes left over from the 
garage sale to the Orphan Grain Train as well as 
the school supplies that are being donated on Octo-
ber 19. 
   *   Pastor's birthday is October 28.  There were 
no other birthdays this month. 
   *   Meeting was adjourned with The Lord's Pray-
er and The Common Table Prayer. 
 
Dates to Remember: 
   October 10-11 CID Retreat 
   November 6  Ladies Aid/LWML Meeting 
 
Sylvia Watson, 
Secretary  

First Quarter Chapel Offering 
 Thank you to our school families, grandpar-
ents, and congregation members for their out-
standing support of our first quarter chapel pro-
ject “Operation Christmas Child”.  The students 
will be packing 36 boxes the second week of No-
vember for this project. 
 If you are interested in packing an additional 
box, please contact the school or church office to 
receive a box and the information for packing a 
box. All boxes will be taken to a local collection 
site on November 18. For further information, 
please contact Lisa Dippel 
at lkdippel@yahoo.com  
 

Second Quarter Chapel Offerings 
 Second Quarter Chapel Offerings are desig-
nated for L.E.R.T., a ministry of Lutheran Church  
Charities and the LCMS. Lutheran Emergency 
Response Teams provide support following natu-
ral disasters with cleanup and debris removal.  
 

Decorate for Christmas/Advent 
 On Saturday, November 29th @8am we will 
be decorating.  Many hands make quick work and 
will not take very long to set things up.  Thanks  
 
 
Addresses for Military/Shut-ins and College  
Students. In our December newsletter we typical-
ly publish the addresses for out Military, Shut-ins 
and college students.  If you have addresses for 
any of these please call the office so they can be 
included.  You may also email them to me @ 
churchoffice@stjohnsbuckley.com. The deadline 
for the newsletter is Wednesday, November 20th 
at noon. 
 
FOOD PANTRY DRIVE 
 The Ladies Aid, Life Committee, and St. 
John's School are again sponsoring a food drive 
for the area food pantries until November 19th, 
the weekend before Thanksgiving. 
 Place items on the table along the north wall 
of the church basement or inside the west door at 
the school.   
  Special needs at this time include soup, 
canned vegetables, peanut butter, mac & cheese, 
spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, paper towels and 
toilet paper.  



 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS  
  

Death 
 Ruth Ann Hartke 
  Died   10/14/25 
  Burial  10/18/25 

MEMORIALS 
 

In Memory of Glenn Genzel 
  St. John’s Church $225.00 
  St. John’s School $100.00 
In Memory of Ruth Hartke 
  St. John’s Church $95.00 
  St. John’s School $125.00 
  St. John’s Organ Fund $590.00 

Happy Birthday! 
Shayne Gilthero  11/1 
Baylee Hector   11/1  
Lannie Koschnick  11/1  
Maggie Ramme  11/1  
Amanda Avery  11/2  
Kathy Donnelly  11/2  
Peggy Kuester   11/2  
Jami Roberts   11/2  
Eric Teske    11/2  
Kenneth Fuoss   11/4 
Jaxson Glad   11/4  
Ava Masco   11/4  
Slater Scheurich  11/4  
Lydia Frichtl   11/5  
Sadie Koschnick  11/5 
Ruth Biggs   11/6 
Jesse Kaufmann  11/6 
Karlie Wise   11/6 
Mark Lessman   11/7 
Cathernine Wesslund 11/8 
Mikayla Jones   11/9 
Rita Warrens   11/9 
Abbie Schmidt  11/10 
Carl Hasselbring  11/11 
Ashley McNeeley  11/11 
Luke Niemann   11/11 
Kimberly Burcham 11/12 
Henry Wesslund  11/12 
Jacob Bender   11/13 
Tristian Rascher  11/13 
Rebekah Sanders  11/13 
Graciela Rosales  11/13 
Steve Teske   11/14 
Bryan Breymeyer  11/15 
Denise Mason   11/16 
Kelli Breymeyer  11/17 
Sylvia Watson   11/17 
Jane Wagner   11/18 
Mason Weber   11/18 
Rhonda Weisenbarn 11/19 
Dan Gronewold  11/21 
Ava Norder   11/21 
Sandra Knuth   11/22 
Zachary Timm   11/22 
Cory Uden Jr.    11/22 
Tiffany Henrichs  11/24 
Thomas Baillie  11/25 
Kelly Reitz   11/25 
Lizzy Reutter   11/26 
Faith Bohlmann 11/26 
Hank Kaeb  11/26 
Andrea DeBella 11/27 
Megan Hanford 11/28 
Tammy Weber 11/29 

Happy Anniversary! 
Andy & Triss Henderson   11/1/2003 
Jerry & Patty Koschnick   11/1/1990 
Corey & Nikki Grohler   11/6/2004 
Mark & Karen Lessman   11/7/1981 
Kami & Robert Winnicki   11/7/2015 
Carl & Kelly Hasselbring   11/11/1978 
Darrell & Chelsea Kaeb   11/12/2016 
Scott & Kristine Weber   11/14/1981 
John & Tracey Dahlman   11/17/1990 
Chase & Rebekah Sanders  11/17/2018 
Eric & Jill Steiner     11/20/1999 
Don & Julie Knuth    11/22/1974 
Bruce & Gail Krumwiede   11/24/1973 
Duane & Linda Janssen   11/29/1969 
Molly & Robert Steiger   11/29/1990 
Ron & Sharon Rieches   11/30/1969 

Keyan Kirkley  11/30 
Alice Wille  11/30 

Thank you to everyone who came out and helped mow the cemetery this 
past season.  All of the hard work pays off.  We have a beautiful cemetery. 

 
The members of St. John’s Lutheran Church would like to thank  

Kim Elliott for mowing around our sign on Route 45.  You are appreciated. 
 

Thank you to Ross Cluver for  mowing the church yard and the lot across 
the street.  It always looks so nice. 

 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

If you helped set up tables, if you helped organize all the merchandise, if you 
worked at the sale, if you baked goods for the bake sale, if you came to the 

sale and bought “treasures” or baked goods, if you 
helped clean up, if you helped take items that didn’t sell to Salt and Light, if 

you helped with the Ladies Aid Garage/Bake Sale in any way, we want you to 
know how much we appreciated your help. Putting on a garage/bake sale 

takes a lot of work!  
 

A special thank-you to JJ Hull, Angie Glad, Doug & Kara Teske for helping 
loading the Garage sale items and delivering to Salt & Light.  Timothy 

Wyckoff for helping with the tables and loading the trucks. 
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