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...and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to
him." (Matt. 17:5 ESV)

It is common today to see a parent asking, “Are you
listening?!”, to their child who is inevitably staring at
their cell phone or computer screen. Likewise, a wife
asking her husband the same as he stares at the TV
watching his favorite team play. We all have a tenden-
cy to get distracted by something and not pay attention
to the ones that we should be giving our listening ears
and attention.

It was that way on the mount of the Transfiguration.
James, John and Peter were so distracted by Jesus
glowing as bright as the Son, and so completely star-
struck at the appearance of two Old Testament heroes
of the past, Moses and Elijjah, that they missed what
Jesus and they were saying that day. They had missed
the conversation they were having on Jesus’ upcoming
“exodus” from this world, i.e. His upcoming suffering,
crucifixion and death for the salvation of the world in
fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets foretold in the
Old Testament. The heavenly Father’s voice then star-
tles the three back to what they needed to be focused
upon.

This month we move from the Transfiguration (the
last Sunday in the season of Epiphany) into Lent. And
lest we miss our heavenly Father’s point, during our
midweek Lenten services we will listen to the prophet
Zechariah as he foretells the “exodus” of the coming
Christ, and hear in the passion history how Jesus,
God’s beloved Son, fulfills each of those prophecies
for us. Come join us as we listen to what Jesus and the
prophets say.

Your Servant in Christ,

Pastor J. Kevin Wyckoff

Buckley, Illinois

February 2026




LCMS Stewardship Newsletter Article

Table of Duties: The Forgotten Stewardship Tool
Luther’s Small Catechism is a magnificent tool. Joined
with a well-used copy of the Holy Scriptures and an
orthodox hymnal, and the Christian is well equipped to
live a life of faithfulness to the Lord and service to the
neighbor. First in German and now in English and just
about any language known to man, this handy master-
piece has introduced generations of people to the cen-
tral doctrine of justification by grace, through faith, on
account of Jesus Christ. The Six Chief Parts have prov-
en to be a faithful framework for a clear confession of
the truth of the Gospel for nearly five hundred years!

But more than a textbook, the Small Catechism
also serves well as a handbook for Christian living. As
a part of its treasure, there is an element that teaches an
extraordinarily strong message of stewardship. That
hidden treasure that needs to be rediscovered is called
the Table of Duties.

The Table of Duties is really nothing more than a
categorized gathering of Bible verses. These verses are
set apart for “various holy orders and positions, ad-
monishing them about their duties and responsibili-
ties.” Addressing pastors and people, government and
citizens, husbands, wives, children, youth, workers and
so many more, it very clearly lays out what faithful
stewardship looks like. Even better, these assembled
passages teach one important truth: we are stewards of
one another!

The Table is much more than a “how-to” tool; it
also lays out the interconnectedness that exists within
the body of Christ. Pastors are described by what they
are to be as stewards of the Word. 1 Timothy 3 high-
lights the characteristics of a faithful pastor. Even
more, Titus 1 highlights the need for the pastor to be
faithful for the sake of those under his care.

Those who hear the faithful preaching of the pastor
are stewards of the pastor as well. 1 Corinthians 9 talks
about the need for the people to support the livelihood
of the pastor. Galatians 6 talks about how the hearers
share in the good things that the pastor teaches. 1 Tim-
othy 6 talks about the honor that is owed to the pastor,
not because of WHO he is, but rather WHAT he is
teaching! Hebrews 13 shows the impact of this stew-
ardship on the pastor, that they perform their duties
with joy. Joyful pastors and people are always going to
be better stewards of the Gospel!

Outside the church this interdependent stewardship
is on display as well. Romans 13 highlights the respect
necessary for the governing authorities. As citizens,
the faithful steward is called to pay taxes (Matthew
22), pray for their leaders (1 Timothy 2) and that they
should be ready to serve in the civil realm (Titus 3),
because they are in these positions by God’s direction
(1 Peter 2).

These steward duties are in the home too! 1 Peter 3
and Colossians 3 shape the husband steward. Ephe-

sians 5 and 1 Peter 3 shape the wife steward. Ephesians
6 form parental stewards and child stewards.

The Table of Duties is a wonderful place for the in-
dividual steward to learn how much our stewardship is
more than just a “me and Jesus thing!” In fact, it ends
with these words: “Let each his lesson learn with care,
and all the household well share fare.” This is interde-
pendent stewardship on clear display. As each learns
stewardship in this way, the more faithful we will be
as a family, congregations, communities and the church
at large.

St. John's Lutheran Church

Statement of Activity
General Fund Actual
DEC 2025

Income:
Regular offerings $42,793
School-related $22,402
Other $15,915
Total income $81,110
Expenses:
Salary & benefits $49,967
Benefits $12,944
Taxes $2.091
Total salary and benefits $65,002
Utilities $3,369
Insurance $71
Building Maintenance $1,557
Office expenses $953
Church expenses $2,571
Other expenses $3.439
Total expenses $76,962

Excess/(Deficit) $4,149
Drawn from savings ($10,000)
Beginning balance $19,046
Ending balance $13,195

Drawn from savings balance $0



Quarterly Voters Meeting October 2025
Eugene Forster called the meeting to order.
Pastor Wyckoff opened with devotion and prayer.
A motion was made, seconded, and carried to skip the reading of the secretary’s minutes and to approve as
written.
Membership Changes
None
Transferred to Kingdom of Glory — Eileen Hoke, Ruth Ann Harke
Motion was made seconded and carried to accept Pastor’s report.
Financial Reports were discussed.
Missions Financial Report:
General Missions Received/Disbursed
Third Quarter (7/1/25-9/30/25): $4,821
1/1/25-9/30/25: $18,720
CLHS Missions Received/Disbursed
Third Quarter (7/1/25-9/30/25): $3,235
1/1/25-9/30/25: $8,490
Total Missions Received/Disbursed
Third Quarter (7/1/25-9/30/25): $8,056
1/1/25-9/30/25: $27,210
Congregational/Endowment Reports:

Restricted Endowment

Account Balance  Fund Balance
Balance as of 7/1/2025 579,599.98 39,610.01
Receipts 53,221.87 4,379.47
Disbursements 25,121.41 126.37
Balance as of 9/30/2025 $ 607,700.44 $ 43,863.11

Q1 YTD
Income & Expense Report 7/1/25-9/30/25 7/1/25-9/30/25
Income $ 232,273  $ 232,273
Expenses $ (208,792) $ (208,792)
Income less Expenses $ 23481 $ 23,481

Checking Account Balance
asof9/30/25 $ 8,381
Paid back to Savings $ 30,000

A Motion was made seconded and carried to accept the financial reports as submitted.

Joint Council Recommendations

A motion was made seconded and carried to approve the Mission Budget for 2026 ($23,000
General & $13,000 CLHS).

A motion was made seconded and carried to approve repair of lower section grill cloth that co-
vers the organ pipe chamber.

A motion was made seconded and carried to elect the Finance Committee as presented.
Trustee Report

Review of maintenance — small jobs at school.
Financial Review Audit

Went through all books as group. Everything was in order.
Evangelism/Stewardship

Anniversary and Birthday cards



Soup/sandwich during Advent
CID Notes

20% of congregations are vacant

What we confess matters

Encourage Accreditation — currently are not, should be a goal

Think of other ways to bring in more donations

St. John’s School Report
Current enrollment 129 (PK3-8" grade)
Plea Letter very close to goal

Speech competitions — County Speech 11/1; State Speech 11/7

Scholastic book fair huge success

School/Church Picnic (9/19), 83 students attended

Grandparents Day (9/26), 370 attended
K-8 students sang in church on October 18

Discussed Athletics — Baseball complete, Girls basketball 9 players, Boys basketball 19 players, Vol-

leyball practice begins December

Upcoming Events: 12/7 Band/Chimes recital; 12/18 Children’s Christmas Service, 2/15 Chicken Din-

ner
CLHS Report

Current enrollment 2025-2026 school year, 14

Athletics: Volleyball co-op with Cissna Park (5 participating); Girls basketball co-op with Cissna Park
start November (3 participating); Rifle Club (8 participating); Scholastic Bowl (3 participating)

Field Trip to Meadowbrook Park 9/11

Fundraisers — Pork Chop Drive-Thru; Dutchmaster baseball concessions; July Annual golf outing;

Auction raised more than $83,000

Upcoming Event: Christmas Concert and Bake Sale on 12/11

Other Points of Interest
Decorate for Christmas on 11/29
Holiday Schedule

Three new voting members: Timothy Wyckoff, Chad Ecker, Rachael Ecker
Eugene asked if there was any other business to discuss with none offered.

Motion to Adjourn.
Closed with Lord’s Prayer.

St. John’s Ladies Aid/LWML Minutes

January 8, 2026

President Chris Dippel called the meeting to order.

The memorial service remembering Maureen Fuoss who
passed away this year was conducted.

Rena Wagner was installed as Vice President/Chairman
of Christian Growth and Jeanne Short was installed as
Treasurer.

Pastor Wyckoff presented the topic on the Epiphany and
the book of Mark.

Roll call was taken with 13 members, 1 guest and Pastor
present.

Minutes were read and approved. Correspondence was
read.

The treasurer report was presented and filed for audit.

* Mission Servants: There will be a Phil's friends
workday/sewing day Jan 17 at Calvary in Watseka from
9:00 - 11:30 with lunch following at the church.

* LWR Quilting has boxed up 30 quilts and still work-
ing on more!

* Thanks to the outgoing work committee and special
thanks to Rebekah Sanders and Michelle Mitchell for
their help with the Christmas party. The new work com-

mittee is Becky Weisenbarn, Michelle Mitchell and Ruth
Jones.

* The new program booklets were handed out. There
are still a few empty spots that need volunteers to fill

in. Big thanks to Amy Reutter for all her work in this.

* St. John's PTL auction basket committee is Deb Ecker
and Marcia Lane.

* A donation will be made to the Church Extension
Fund as we usually do.

* The birthday song was sung for Carol Liston and
Brenda Schumacher on January 25 and Cindy Wyckoff
on January 30.

Meeting was adjourned and closed with The Lord's Pray-
er and the Common Table Prayer.

Dates to remember:
Jan 17 Phil's Friends event in Watseka
Feb 5 Ladies Aid/LWML meeting
Feb 15 PTL Chicken Supper/Auction
April 24-25 CID Convention

Sylvia Watson, Secretary



St. John’s School News

217-394-2422

www.stjohnsbuckley.com

St. John’s Lutheran School exists to teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to assist families
in following our Lord’s commands by providing sound Christian training for children.

Philosophy
We, at St. John'’s Lutheran School in Buckley, Illinois, believe that each child is a child of GOD; created by the Father, redeemed by the Son,

and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, empowered by the congregation and supported by the children’s parents, we teach using
developmentally appropriate methods and practices. Our goal is to fulfill each child’s potential by teaching excellence in character, education, and
leadership throughout the integrated curriculum using sound Lutheran doctrinal principles based upon scriptural truth.

No Board of Education minutes—no quorum

Art—Mrs. Kari Stachura

Art Article - February

In January we explored Italy! We talked about some
unique facts about Italy: pizza was invented

there, there is an active volcano, eyeglasses were
invented in Italy, and about the art and

architecture of Italy.

This past month students created a variety of
artwork. The kindergarten students created
pizzas! They used cardboard as their crust, paint as
their sauce, yarn as their cheese, and toppings out of
cut paper. The first grade students used a cardboard
tube, paint, and marker to make their own version of
the Tower of Pisa. Second grade students were in-
spired by the hand painted ceramics of Italy and cre-
ated their own decorative, but real, ceramic tile.

The third and fourth grade class were also in-
spired by the architecture of Italy. They looked at
pictures of canal houses and then drew and colored
their own version. Their challenge was to create a
reflection of their houses by “printing” using water.
The fifth and sixth graders had fun with their project
- create their own version of a modern Mona Lisa.
They made Mona Lisas ranging from baseball play-
ers to Erewhon enthusiasts. In seventh and eighth
grade the students were also inspired by the hand
painted ceramics of Italy. They designed and painted
their own hand painted Italian “plate”.

After Italy we will explore Spain. Projects will
use materials like cardboard, chalk, tiles, hand
fans, and plastic elephants!

St. John’s PTL Annual Chicken Dinner/
Carnival/Silent Auction ~ February 15, 2026
The annual St. John’s Dinner, Carnival and Auc-

tion are just around the corner and EVERYONE IS
INVITED! This is the PTL’s largest fundraiser of
the year and we need your support! All proceeds
from this fundraiser will benefit the students and
staff of St. John’s Lutheran School. This year the
dinner will include fried chicken (from Murdock’s),
mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, applesauce, a din-
ner roll, and a variety of desserts to choose from.
Tickets are $12 per person and may be purchased in
advance or at the door. We will once again be offer-
ing take out meals. Serving will begin at 4:00pm for

both in-person and carry out meals. Please contact the
school office for tickets (@ 217-394-2422. If you
would be willing to donate a dessert for the chicken
dinner, please bring them to the school the morning of
Saturday, February 14™. There will be a table marked
“Chicken Dinner Desserts”.

The Carnival will be held from 3:30-6:00 pm.
There will be fun for all ages. Games include the Can-
dy Wheel, Car Races, a Cake Walk, Golf Games, the
Duck Pond, Bean Bag Toss, the Lollipop Tree, Ring
Toss, the Fish Bowl, Basketball, and Punch-a-Prize.
Tickets are $0.50 each and each game requires only 1
ticket.

The final event is the Silent Auction which will be
held from 3:30 — 7:00 pm. The list of items to be fea-
tured on the Silent Auction is growing daily and will
be shared on the St. John’s Facebook page. The auc-
tion committee will be collecting donations for
the silent auction until Friday, February 6. Perishable
donations can be brought to the school on Saturday,
February 14 - but please let us know by Feb. 6 what
you're making. If you, your family, or business is will-
ing to donate any new/unused item(s) please drop the
item(s) off at the school, email the auction committee
at ptlauction@stjohnsbuckley.com or call the school
office if arrangements for picking up the items need to
be made. In addition to items for the auc-
tion (homemade or store bought) we would also great-
ly appreciate donations of gift certificates, discount
coupons, gift cards, or cash. There will once again be a
wine pull so we are also taking donations of bottles of
wine for this event.

There are so many ways to support this event so
please consider making a donation and/or attending!
Thank you for your continued support of the annual
PTL Chicken Dinner/Carnival/Auction and St. John’s
Lutheran School. We appreciate every word of en-
couragement, each donated item, all the volunteer
hours worked, and every prayer said in support of our
students, staff, and this event. We are looking forward
to a day filled with fun and fellowship on Sunday,
February 15 and hope you can be there to celebrate
and support Christian education with us!




&\ P 7 PN ) W
\JC y ft:Ner)pCL)(; (f\;bwtvbu-yub@&%}g
Jerry Koschnick  2/1 Matt Steiger 2/15
Virginia Ritter ~ 2/1 Payton Dudley ~ 2/16 Mick & Pat Kuester 2/3/1968
Laura Janssen  2/2 Rowan Kaufmann 2/17 Shayne & Jim Glithero 2/14/2008
Chris Park 2/2 Sophie Ramme  2/19 Richard & Beverly Colbert  2/16/1980
Larry Abbe 2/4 Wally Weppler ~ 2/19 Kurt & Rachel Krumwiede — 2/18/1999
Paul Tobeck 2/4 Jackie Weber ~ 2/20 Todd & Stacy Harweger 2/20/1998
Amy Jones 2/5 Jessika Day 2/21 Hannah & Erik Steinbrenner 2/29/2020
Jody Sanders  2/5 Dave Perkinson 2/23
Charles Quinn  2/7 Margaret Taylor 2/24
Blake Bahler 2/8 Steven Meyer 2/25
Ryaln Matthews  2/8 Dominick Rosales 2/25
g'm iCh'\f/)If'ﬁ!d g;g Jonathan Rosales 2/25 .
rooke Mullins Ardell ttin 2/2
Robert Garrelts  2/9 Da(::: Lsr?rieng 2;22 Thls and That
Corey Tobeck  2/11 Joanne Stamm  2/27 Sunday School We are in need of substitute Sun-
Stacy Rothermel 2/13 Shelley Garrelts 2/28 day school teachers. If you would be willing to fill
Dena Reynolds ~ 2/14 Virgil Niemann  2/29 in on occassion for early childhood/elementary,

Nicole Foellner  2/15 junior high, or high school classes, it would be

greatly appreciated! Please contact Rebekah Sand-
ers at 217-840-0660 if you are willing to help out,

MEMORIALS or if you have questions. Thank you!
In Memory of Gloria Roemer

Spaghetti Drive Thru will be held on Sunday,

St. John’s Church $440.00 February Ist at Christ Lutheran High School. Serv-
ing will be from 10:30 to 12:30. Menu includes
Spaghetti with Meat Sauce, Green Beans, Dinner
Roll, and Chocolate Cake. A free will donation is
Appreciated. Drive thru only.
Church Attendance Locking of doors. The west, northwest and south-
Saturday & Sunday Services west basement doors will be locked during all
evening worship services. For all evening services
2025 2024 and meals prior to the service the northeast and
December 28 120 106 southeast ground level doors will be open as well
2026 2025 the front entrance doors. In the case of inclement
January 4 129 127 weather the northwest and southwest doors will be
January 11 160 112 open until the beginning of service.
January 17 149 107
Average for the Month: 140 113
(Average does not include mid-week services.)
New Years Eve 22 19

Thank you for all the prayers during my surgery and ongoing
recovery.

Marcia Lane



February 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
9:00 - Worship 5:00 VB vs. Cissna |5:30 VB @ Donovan |8:30 - Chapel Pastor  |6:00 VB vs. Trinity JV VB Tourney @
10:00 - Fellowship Park—Home Fjordbotten Danville—Home Trinity Danville
10:15 - Bible Study/SS 8:30 - LWR Quilting
Tellers #3 6:00 - Choir 6:00 Worship w/

communion
9:00 - Worship wicomm .00 - VB @ Pastor Circuit Mtg.  |8:30 - Chapel 4:30 - VB @ Holy 6:00 - Worship
#mww - an__o,%r% 1SS Prairieview Ogden  [6:00 VB vs. St. John |Kindergarten Cross
Tollers # NH ¢ Study Champaign 1 game |8:30 - LWR Quilting 6:00 - Elders
6:00 Board of Ed 6:00 - Choir

9:00 - Worship 4:30 - VB vs.

10:00 - Fellowship

10:15 - Bible Study NO SS
Tellers #5

3:30pm - 7:00pm

PTL Chicken Dinner
Carnival/Auction

NO SCHOOL
Office s Closed

5:30 - VB vs.
Saunemin-Home

8:30 - Chapel-Pastor
Wyckoff

8:30 - LWR Quilting
5:00-Soup/Sand Supper
6:30 Ash Wednesday
Worship w/comm

5:45 - Choir

St. Malachy-Home

NEWSLET TER

DEADLINE

Varsity VB @.
Danville Tourney

6:00 - Worship w/
communion

22

9:00 - Worship w/comm
10:00 - Fellowship

10:15 - Bible Study/SS
Tellers #6

23

24

6:00 - VB vs. St.
Thomas Philo
8th Grade Night

25

8:30 - Chapel Uphoff
8:30 - LWR Quilting
5:00 - Soup/Sand Supper
6:30 - Lent Worship
5:45 - Choir

26

6:00 VB @ St. John
Champaign 1 game

27

28

6:00 - Worship

St. John’s Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 6 Buckley, Illinois 60918-0006
pastor@stjohnsbuckley.com

Rev. J. Kevin Wyckoff

Parsonage Phone: 217-394-2495

Office Phone: 217-394-2444

churchoffice@stjohnsbuckley.com

Cell Phone: 217-979-3891

Office Hours: 8:00-12:00 M-F

www.stjohnsbuckley.com
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