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But as for you, continue in what you have
learned and have firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it and how from childhood you
have been acquainted with the sacred writings,
which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. (2 Tim. 3:14-15 ESV)

Get back to the basics. Practice the
fundamentals. Coaches and teachers are forever
reminding us of the importance of doing this. Be it
shooting from the free throw line, restudy the
standard texts for your profession, or going over
the check lists as a pilot, it’s important to hone
your basic skills and try to master them. But those
same coaches and teachers will tell you that you
never truly master them.

It’s no different with Luther’s Small
Catechism. His book takes the key fundamental
and basic teachings of God’s word and distills it
down to six chief parts:

e God’s Holy Law (Ten
Commandments), which is His holy will for
our lives, which also reveals our sin and need
for a Savior.

e The Apostles’ Creed, where we are taught

the nature of God, 3 persons (Father, Son and

Holy Spirit), yet only 1 God, and His gracious

work  of  creation, redemption and

sanctification.

e The LORD’s Prayer, that we might know

how to rightly to pray according to God’s will.

e (God’s gift of Baptism, where He claims us

as His child, forgives our sins and gives us His

Spirit.

e Confession and Absolution, where we may

learn to live in our Baptism by confessing our

sins and receiving God’s forgiveness through
the Pastor. Living in that Baptism through
confession and absolution

e The Sacrament of the Altar, where God

gives us His Son’s body and blood for the

forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of
our faith.

Yes, yes, all this you learned back in
confirmation class. Christianity 101, the basics, the
fundamental doctrines of the faith. But when was
the last time you actually took the time to really
study them? How many times have you even
cracked open the Small Catechism’s pages since
the day of your confirmation. Martin Luther, who

had a doctorate in theology, taught at the
Wittenberg Seminary, who led the reformation, and
wrote the Small Catechism, remarked that he,
himself, studied it every day and still had not
mastered what was taught in those words.

Many people in the Spring make a list of books
as their summer reading list. Might I suggest that
you add Luther’s Small Catechism to the top of your
list? Because it’s always good to get back to the
basics and practice the fundamentals to try to
master them. In addition, Martin Luther reminds us
that “God is never through teaching these things,
therefore we are never through learning them.”

Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor J. Kevin Wyckoff

GRAIJUATE

St. John’s 2026 Graduating Class
May 21, 2026
Landrey William Bina
Noah Joseph Dahlman
James Wayne Dean
Vance Zachary Griest - Salutatorian
Malaya Hope Heisner - Co-Valedictorian
Charity Lynne Kidwell - Co-Valedictorian
Parker John Massey



LCMS Stewardship Newsletter Article:
What Do You Want?

One of the best-known and most-beloved psalms is
Psalm 23, the “Shepherd Psalm.” There we learn that the
Lord is our Shepherd. And since He is our Shepherd, we
will not want. We will not suffer want because the Lord,
our Shepherd, will lead us to green pastures and beside
still waters. In other words, the Lord, our Shepherd, will
provide for all that we need in both body and soul.

Yet, we live as though this is not the case. We live as
though we actually suffer from want, that the Lord, our
Shepherd, will not provide for all that we need. And thus,
we live as though the Lord is not our Shepherd. And that
means that we live as though we are not the Lord’s sheep.

When do we live as though the Lord is not our Shep-
herd? When we put anything else before Him and His pro-
vision for us. When we think that going to work is more
important than receiving His gifts in church on Sunday (in
violation of the First and Third Commandments). When
we fail to give generously of the first fruits of what the
Lord has provided for us because we don’t know what the
future will bring (even though He has promised that He
will lead us to green pastures and still waters).

We live as though we are not the Lord’s sheep when
we think that the Lord is only in the business of helping
those who will help themselves. We act this way because
our minds are set on earthly, temporal things and not on
heavenly, eternal things. We act this way because we have
stopped hearing the call of our Shepherd, which comes
through His Word.

Through the Word of God, the Shepherd calls us to
Himself. Through the Word, the Holy Spirit gathers and
enlightens us with His gifts. Through the Word, we are
kept holy and nourished in the one true faith, the faith that
follows our Shepherd wherever He leads us. He promises
to lead us to our true home, to the land flowing with milk
and honey, to a better country, not of this world, but a
heavenly one.

And so, here’s the Good News: the Lord is your Shep-
herd, even and especially for wayward sheep. For Jesus
seeks and saves those who are lost. He finds the lost sheep
and carries them back to the fold. He is the Shepherd who
lays down His life for His sheep. The Lord is your Shep-
herd. Let us live as His sheep.

LCMS Family Ministry:

“Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).

“Jesus is Lord” may seem like a simple statement, and
yet in it is the heart of what we believe. There are many
accounts and doctrines in the Scriptures, and the creeds
offer a simple explanation. Every time that we speak the
Apostles’ Creed we are confessing what we believe and it
is ingrained into our hearts. Everyone in your household
can memorize this Creed. You can then say it as a part of
your routine as you have devotions as an individual or as a
family. Our faith is reinforced on Sundays when we speak
the Creed with our church family and also each day in our
homes in our devotions.

St. John's Lutheran Church

Statement of Activity
General Fund Actual
APR 2025

Income:
Regular offerings $33,654
School-related $22,397
Other $1.471
Total income $57,522
Expenses:
Salary & benefits $53,596
Benefits $13,677
Taxes $2,237
Total salary and benefits $69,511
Utilities $6,428
Insurance $8.,247
Building Maintenance $903
Office expenses $1,498

Church expenses $51

Other expenses $4.956
Total expenses $91,595
Excess/(Deficit) ($34,072)
Drawn from savings $29,000
Beginning balance $7,154
Ending balance $2,082
Drawn from savings balance $71,500
Church Attendance
Saturday & Sunday Services
2026 2025
April 26 174 278
May 3 176 119
May 10 136 156
May 17 145 140
Ascension Day 121/18 30
Average for the month: 158 173
(Average does not include mid-week services.)

MEMORIALS

In Memory of Marilyn Niemann

St. John’s Church $1,365.00
Organ Fund $25.00

In Memory of Wayne Weber
St. John’s Church $940.00
St. John’s School $190.00



Tropical Trek VBS 2026

St. John's Lutheran Church's Vacation Bible School
will be held Monday through Friday, June 15-19 from
9:00-11:30 a.m. at St. John's Lutheran School in Buck-
ley. Children will learn Bible stories, memorize Bible
verses, play games, do crafts, sing songs, and enjoy
delicious snacks. Ages 3 through 5th grade are wel-
come to attend!

Our world is filled with exciting things to explore and
enjoy. But there are also challenges and hardships we
face along the way. Our loving and powerful God de-
sires to help us. He seeks us out and leads us to faith.
We can trust in Him! At Tropical Trek, kids will learn
how Jesus seeks them and all people. He is the Son of
Man, who came to seek and to save the lost!

Volunteers are needed to make VBS a success! We
still need volunteers to serve snacks, lead groups,
teach, or lead crafts or games. We are also in need of
donations for craft and snack supplies. Please contact
Rebekah Sanders for a list of specific items. You can
also sign up to help via the registration link. If you are
interested in making a monetary donation to offset the
cost of supplies, please contact the church office.
Thank you for your support.

Registration is open!

To register a child, or to
sign-up to volunteer,
please scan QR code or go
to www.myvbs.org/
stjohnsbuckley-vbs

This & That

Sunday School & Bible Study

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study will take a break
for the summer. We usually start the Sunday after
Labor Day but more info will follow.

LWR Quilting
The ladies have decided to take a break for the
sumimmer.

Community Bible Study
The Community Bible Study will meet during the sum-
mer starting Tuesday, June 2nd.

New Church Office Hours

Beginning June 1 the church office will be open
Wednesday’s from 8-2. You will be able to contact
Amy via email, text or phone the rest of the week. Bul-
letin deadlines will be Noon on Wednesdays.
217-781-2332 or churchoffice@stjohnsbuckley.com

Summer Hours—School Office

School Office hours will be Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday from 8:00am—Noon. You can call and leave
a message or email to info@stjohnsbuckley.com or
principal@stjohnsbuckley.com and we will get back to
you as soon as possible.

Library Volunteers for 2026-27 School Year

St. John’s has been blessed with many faithful
volunteers in our library over the years. We will be
needing additional volunteers next year as some of our
current volunteers will be retiring at the end of this
year. If you are interested in volunteering one Tuesday
each month in our library, please contact the school
office.

Portals of Prayer

Due to the rising cost of the Portals of Prayer there is a
box in the narthex for help to defray the cost. Any
donations are appreciated.

The Lutheran Hour
The Lutheran Hour is broadcast on WPXN (104.9)
Radio @ 7am on Sunday mornings.

Central Illinois District Scholarship Fund

There are envelopes in the narthex to make a donation
to the scholarship fund for church workers in the
Central Illinois District.
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Brenda Evans 6/1 Casey Wooten 6/22 Nikki & Tom Coleman 6/2/2018

Reed Lessman 6/1 Rance Wooten 6/22 Ashley & Corey Mathews 6/2/2014

Ruth Cluver 6/2 Jonathan Derby 6/23 Jeff & Amy Teske 6/5/2004

Madisyn Foellner 6/2 Kelly Hasselbring 6/24 Brian & Angela Dippel 6/9/2012

Susan Schlickman 6/2 Jeanne Short 6/24 Craig & Delores Teske 6/9/1979

JJ Gonzales Jr. 6/3 Noah Dahlmann 6/24 Christopher & Sarah Dean 6/10/2006

Colton King 6/4 Jarrett Bender 6/25 Tim & Sheila Schofield 6/11/1987

Pat Kuester 6/5 Cherrie Hofer 6/25 Donald & Tricia Schroeder  6/12/1993

Tim Schuldt 6/5 Stuart Janssen 6/25 Marty & Janet Vance 6/12/1976

Madison Ecker 6/5 Rayann Janssen 6/25 Bob & Alice Wille 6/13/1981

Edith Conn 6/6 Tyler Rieches 6/25 Joni & Kenneth Barnes 6/15/1991

Charlie Goldenstein 6/6 Emma Teske 6/25 Jessica & Derek Casper 6/15/2013

Roger Schumacher 6/6 Nikki Coleman 6/26 Mark & Leah Wagner 6/17/2000

Skyler Weber 6/6 Derek Bohlmann 6/26 Derrick & Tina Babbs 6/19/2004

Jett Casper 6/8 Sheila Schofield 6/27 Amanda & Matthew Rock 6/19/2010

Jori Posey 6/8 Kenny Calver 6/29 Sean & Erin Scheurich 6/21/2003

Sharon Rieches 6/8 Karen Lessman 6/29 Judy & James Bender 6/24/1989

Ashley Brookhart 6/10 Traxton Roberts 6/29 Laura & Daniel Birge 6/24/2006

Trae Cobb 6/10 Dustin Behrens 6/30 Brad & Rhonda Weisenbarn 6/28/1986

Jan Janssen 6/10 Duane Janssen 6/30 David & Beth Perkinson 6/29/1991

Karen Lee 6/10 Amanda Reinhart 6/30

Faith Masco 6/10

Chase Sanders 6/10

James Spielman 6/10

Jacey Crabb 6/11 &

Leah Behrens 6/12 many

Syda Schlickman 6/13 a

Dennis Vance 6/13 Jsenk

Amber Conn 6/14 A o R B*

Jerica Harweger 6/14

Emmy Henrichs 6/14 Thank-you to everyone for their thoughts, prayers,

Linda Marquis 6/14 visits and condolences during this difficult time.

Darold Warrens 6/15 We would also like to thank Pastor Wyckolff for his

Angie Glad 6/16 visits and for the beautiful service.

Jerry Tobeck 6/16 Thanks to the Ladies Aid for all of your hard work

Sam Bahler 6/16 putting together a wonderful luncheon.

Lucious Babbs 6/17 The Family of Marilyn Niemann

Jennifer Bohlmann 6/17

Harold Ecker 6/18 The family of Wayne Weber would like to express

anmond Ritter 6/18 our heartfelt thanks to our family and friends for the
my Romshek 6/19 :

Madyson Luhrsen 6/19 prayers, ‘cards, meals, flowers and kindness shown to

Kamden Tobeck 6/19 us during the loss of our loved one. Your support

Delores Teske 6/20 and compassion brought us comfort and strength

Kaitlyn Henrichs 6/22 during this difficult time. We are truly Blessed!!

Tessa Posey 6/22

Charles Rothermel 6/22 Thanks to all who supported our recent Ladies Aid/

Hannah Steinbrenner  6/22 LWML Garage/Bake Sale. It takes the efforts and

support of many to make it a success. Thank you.



St. John’s School News

217-394-2422

www.stjohnsbuckley.com

St. John’s Lutheran School exists to teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to assist families
in following our Lord’s commands by providing sound Christian training for children.

Philosophy
We, at St. John'’s Lutheran School in Buckley, Illinois, believe that each child is a child of GOD; created by the Father, redeemed by the Son,

and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, empowered by the congregation and supported by the children’s parents, we teach using
developmentally appropriate methods and practices. Our goal is to fulfill each child’s potential by teaching excellence in character, education, and
leadership throughout the integrated curriculum using sound Lutheran doctrinal principles based upon scriptural truth.

Board of Parish Education

Meeting Minutes — April 1, 2026
Jason called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. Devo-
tions: Pastor Quorum: Jason Wesslund, Corey
Quinn, Kennedy Glazik, Corey Grohler, Kira Ebert,
Cody Kuester, Matt Schuldt & Jodi Tavenner / Oth-
ers present: Pastor Wyckoff, Chris Dean (Elder) and
Sandy Spitz (Principal)
Agenda: Approved / Minutes: Motion made, second-
ed and carried to approve the March 10, 2026
minutes
Financial: Motion was made, seconded and carried to
approve the March bank statements
Vanco is a new online payment system & is available
through the church/school website. Vanco can be
used to pay tuition, lunch, aftercare, registration and
also make donations to the church.
Athletic Report: Given by Sandy Spitz
Schedules were submitted to the Board showing the
2026 Track & Field and 2026-2027 sports schedules.
These schedules are subject to change. Tina Teske
has agreed to be the coach for track with several oth-
€rS assisting her. The first track meet was on March
28",
Principal Report: Given by Sandy Spitz
128 students enrolled / Kindergarten is currently in
need of a substitute teacher / School secretary for
2026-27 school year will be Abby Balk / St. John’s
still needs a custodian, 3 year Pre-K teacher and cook
for the 2026-27 school year / Sandy will be attending
the Iroqu01s County Administrators conference on
April 29" in Bloomlngton / Spelling Bee will be on
April 21* at St. Paul’s in Woodworth
Committee Reports:
Marketing/PR/Fundraising: (Kennedy Glazik & Kira
Ebert) - Put a short video on St. John’s facebook
page
Sunday School: (Jodi Tavenner) — Sunday School
children sang in church this last Sunday, March 29th
Budget: (Corey Grohler & Kennedy Glazik) Meet-
ings are in progress
PTL: (Matt Schuldt) — PTL received a second quote
for new windows in the gym, locker rooms and boiler
room. It was considerably higher than the first quote.
Windows will be replaced this summer.
Stewardship: (Corey Quinn) — None Picnic: (Cody
Kuester) - None
Old Business: Still working on the cook, custodian,
5"/6™ grade teacher and Pre-K3 positions

New Business:

Sandy submitted a tentative calendar for the 2026-
2027 school year - Motion was made, seconded and
carried to approve the tentative calendar for the
2026-2027 school year / Church Balcony Attend-
ance Sheets: Jason will assign a month to each
board member to collect church attendance sheets
on Sunday mornings - The month assigned will also
include leading board meeting devotions / 2026 Plea
Letter: Sandy submitted a first draft for the next
Plea Letter regarding the boiler system at St. John’s
school — It was suggested to include the cost of re-
pairs for the past several years - This letter is sub-
ject to change - The Trustees will be involved in
this process — Cody Kuester will look into different
options for the school’s heating system / Code of
Conduct guidelines will be put together for parents
and coaches for the 2026-2027 school year

8" grade graduation will be on Thursday, May 21
at church 7:00 p. m. board members are expected to
attend Upcoming Meetings:

Joint Council Meeting: Thursday, April 16" -
7:00 p.m.

Voters Meeting: Thursday, April 23" - 7:00
Next Board meeting: May 6" - 6:30 p.m.

Motion was made, seconded and carried to adjourn
at 7:27 p.m. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Submitted by Jodi Tavenner, Secretary

Chapel News

During the course of the school year, the chapel offerings,
brought by the students and their families from St. John's,
have been a blessing to four ministries. Operation Christ-
mas Child provided gifts for children in Zaire. Support
for Lutheran Early Response Team (L.E.R.T) funded help
in the Kankakee area following the devastating tornadoes
this spring. Donations, including the annual "money war"
during Lutheran Schools Week provided funding for
work within our own district for Spanish Ministry. We
rounded out the year by supporting Deaf Ministry within
our Synod. Chapel offerings throughout the year totaled
more than $3,400, a true blessing for these ministries and
a testament of the students' dedication to spreading the
Good News beyond our own school and community.
Thank you to the parents, grandparents, and congregation
members for their participation in chapel each week and
for their support of ministry.




St. John's Ladies Aid/LWML Meeting
May 7, 2026 1:00 p.m.

President Chris Dippel welcomed everyone and
called the meeting to order.

Vice President and Christian Growth Chairman,
Rena Wagner led the devotions.

The topic was a skit called, "Ready, Set, Grow"
put on by Chris Dippel, Rena Wagner, Sylvia Watson
and Jeanne Short.

Secretary did the roll call, read the minutes from
the April meeting and read the correspondence.
Treasure's report was presented and filed for audit.
Report and Business:

* LWML Quilting: There are 2 more weeks and
then off for the summer.

* Mission Servants: Phil's friends are running low
on supplies. Brochure was passed out with ideas of
things to donate.

* Spring Gathering was a fun time, there were 37
that attended.

* CID Convention: Chris gave a report on the con-
vention that she had attended.

* (Qarage/Bake Sale committee reported the change
of the sale to Thursday and Friday with the Bake sale
only on Friday went over well.

* June 20 is Buckley Fun Days and we will have a
bake sale as we have done in the past.

* A sign up sheet was available for volunteers to do
our spring cleaning in the kitchen.

There were no birthdays this month.

We closed with The Lord's Prayer and the Common
Table Prayer.

Dates to Remember:
June 4: Ladies Aid/LWML meeting at 1:00
June 20: Buckley Fun days Bake Sale

Sylvia Watson,
Secretary

Bake Sale

The Ladies Aid/LWML will have a bake sale
at the Buckley Fun Days on June 20 at the
Buckley Lake. 9:00-11:30 unless we sell our
first, Lots of goodies. Enjoy a fun day.
Donations of baked goods from the congrega-
tions are appreciated.

Electronic Giving & Payments
St. John’s Lutheran Church & School now
offers a simple way to give and make
Payments electronically.

All electronic gifts and payments are securely
processed through Vanco, our trusted giving
platform, which can also be found on our
website:

St. John's Buckley-www.stjohnsbuckley.com
Offerings & Donations
School Tuition Payments
School After Care Fees
School Lunch Fees
School Registration Fees

Members, alumni, parents/grand parents can
use this to support the mission of St. John’s
through a one-time gift or convenient monthly
donation direct from your bank account (not
credit cards).

Your generosity helps sustain Christ-centered
education and ministry for future generations.
Thank you for supporting our church and

school ministry!




June 2026

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

6:30 Board of Ed

4

1:00 Ladies Aid

6

6:00 Worship

9:00 - Worship
Tellers # 1

9

7:00 Trustees

10

11

6:00 Elders

Volleyball Camp

8:30-12:30

12

13

6:00 - Worship w/
communion

14

9:00 - Worship w/comm
Teller #2

15

16

17

NEWSLET TER
DEADLINE

18

19

i Vacation Bible School Monday—Friday 9:00 - 11:30 For more information call the church 217-394-2444

20

Ladies Aid Bake Sale
@ Buckley Lake

6:00 - Worship

i

DAY

9:00 - Worship w/comm

22

23

24

25

5:00 Wedding
Rehearsal

26

27

3:30 Dippel/Moore
Wedding

6:00 - Worship
w/communion

Teller #3
28

9:00 - Worship w/comm
Teller #4

29

30

St. John’s Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 6 Buckley, Illinois 60918-0006

Rev. J. Kevin Wyckoff

pastor@stjohnsbuckley.com Parsonage Phone: 217-394-2495
Cell Phone: 217-979-3891 Office Phone: 217-394-2444

Office Hours: 8:00-12:00 Wednesday
Amy Reutter cell 217-781-2332 curchoffice@stjohnsbuckley.com

www.stjohnsbuckley.com
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