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Then the LORD answered Job out of the
whirlwind and said: ... "Where were you when I laid
the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have un-
derstanding. Who determined its measurements--
surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it?
On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its corner-
stone, when the morning stars sang together and all
the sons of God shouted for joy? "Or who shut in the
sea with doors when it burst out from the womb,
when [ made clouds its garment and thick darkness
its swaddling band, and prescribed limits for it and
set bars and doors, and said, 'Thus far shall you

come, and no farther, and here shall your proud
waves be stayed'? (Job 38:1, 4-11 ESV)

Job wanted answers. He wanted to know why he had
been afflicted in so many ways when he had been de-
clared righteous by God. Why did he lose his chil-
dren, servants and herds, when he had faithfully
served the Lord all this time? Why had God allowed
him to suffer with painful boils that covered his entire
body when he had always tried his best to live ac-
cording to God’s will? Why did God leave him with-
out any comfort, but only three “friends” who wrong-
ly accused him of deserving all that had happened to
him, and a faithless wife who told him to curse God
and die.

When he finally got to ask God why, he didn’t get the
answers he was hoping for. Instead, God had some
questions for him. But those questions God asked
gave Job something better than the answers he was
looking for. Those questions let Job know that God
was ultimately in control, even when it seemed like
the devil and the world were having their way. God
has a plan and hadn’t let Job in on all the details. God
was telling Job to trust Him, that He’s got this. But
God had previously let Job in on the most important
part of His divine plan... the sending of a Redeemer.
Job stood upon that promise even in the midst of his
suffering and doubt:
"Oh that my words were written! Oh that they
were inscribed in a book! Oh that with an iron
pen and lead they were engraved in the rock
forever! For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and at the last he will stand upon the earth.
And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet
in my flesh I shall see God, whom [ shall see
for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not
another. My heart faints within me!” (Job
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19:23-27 ESV)

Like Job we too often find ourselves asking “why”
questions in the face of trial, temptation, and suffer-
ing... “Why do the righteous suffer and the evil pros-
per? Why is this happening to me as a Christian? Why
does God allow terrible things to happen? Why
doesn’t God fix this?”... and the “whys” go on and
on. Like Job, God doesn’t give us definitive answers
to our all our “whys”. Instead, He lets us know that
He’s still in control, even when it seems to us that
He’s not. He’s got a plan and has also let us know the
best part of it: our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. He’s in
control even when He looks like He’s not, like when
Jesus breathed His last upon the cross. But according
to God’s definite will and plan, He rose again to new
life three days later, winning for us forgiveness and
eternal life in heaven where there will be no more dev-
il, pain or suffering.

As we look forward to the fulfillment of all that God
has planned for us in Jesus, like Job, we faithfully
trust that God has got this, even when it doesn’t look
like it to us. We stand on His promise to us in Jesus
that He will work ALL things for good for those who
love Him, until that day of fulfillment when our resur-
rected eyes shall behold Him. Oh, how our hearts faint
to see that day!

Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor J. Kevin Wyckoff

Church Attendance
Saturday & Sunday Services

2026 2025
June 21 110 138
June 28 114 128
July 5 116 129
July 12 131 136
Average for the Month: 118 133




LCMS Stewardship Article
Define Your Life by How You Give:

Winston Churchill reportedly said that “we make a
living by what we get, but we make a life by what we
give.” According to Churchill, our lives are defined
not by what we have gotten, but by what we give
away.

Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave com-
pletely of Himself for us. He became man for us. He
taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed those with
many and various diseases. He died the death that we
deserved for our sins. He gave of Himself in order to
save us from sin, death and hell. And so it is that by
giving completely of Himself, He got for Himself us,
making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace.

As it was for Jesus, so it also is for us. We get more
from giving than we do from simply getting. For, giv-
ing softens our hearts and frees us from the grip which
the worries of this world and making a living have on
us. When we are singularly focused on making a liv-
ing, we are singularly focused on what we get. That
mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives —
our relationships with friends and family, with neigh-
bors and coworkers and with the Lord. It shifts our
focus from asking the question, “How can I be a
friend, family member, neighbor and servant to oth-
ers?” to asking the question, “What have they done for
me lately?” We become more selfish instead of self-
less.

But when we give, we do not have less, nor do we be-
come less; rather, we have more and become more.
When we give, we join in the bond of friendship and
family, the bond of service to those around us out of
love for them. And love is the fulfillment of the Law.
It is the nature of God Himself, for God is Love. Thus,
we are participating in the Divine Nature. As Jesus
said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts
20:35).

LCMS Health Ministry Article

August is a month bursting with life and activity! The
colors of summer linger for a little longer. Daylight
hours are still long and sunny. Children are preparing
to go back to school. As Christians, we get to relish in
the good life that the Lord has given to us — not simp-
ly when the sun shines or when the energy of youth-
fulness exists — but we rejoice in all times and in all
circumstances, for “this is the will of God in Christ,”
Paul writes in 1 Thess. 5:16-18! Christians see life
most vividly through the cross and resurrection of Je-
sus, which is utter folly to the world (1 Cor. 1:18).
People will question how life has meaning in the face
of suffering, challenges, and most especially in the

wake of death, and the answer is always found in
Jesus (1 Cor. 15). The Lord is the Author and Giver
of Life. Whether life feels like a joyous summer or
an endless winter, Christ’s movement through the
cross and empty tomb means that His presence, His
comfort and His joys are yours in all things.

For Scriptural reflections of life under the cross, vis-
it the LCMS Life library at [cmslife.org and consid-
er reading “God’s Presence in Suffering: The The-
ology of the Cross” at thelc.ms/suffering-theology-
of-the-cross.

St. John's Lutheran Church
Statement of Activity
General Fund Actual JUN 2026

Income:

Regular offerings $36,239
School-related $10,977
Other $6.683
Total income $53,899
Expenses:

Salary & benefits $45,081
Benefits $11,378
Taxes $1.,363
Total salary and benefits $57,822
Utilities $2,401
Insurance $0

Building Maintenance ~ $549
Office expenses $1,510
Church expenses $555

Other expenses $1.898
Total expenses $64,735
Excess/(Deficit) ($10,836)
Drawn from savings $10,000
Beginning balance $8,719
Ending balance $7,883

Drawn from savings balance

$95,500



St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Quarterly Voters Meeting
April 23, 2026
Eugene Forster called the meeting to order.
Pastor Wyckoff opened with devotion and prayer.
A motion was made, seconded, and carried to skip the reading of the secretary’s minutes and to approve as written
with one correction.
Membership Changes
None
Transferred to Kingdom of Glory — Earl Rinkenberger, Wilma Zeidler
Pastor’s report
A motion was made, seconded, and carried to accept report.
Financial Reports were discussed.
Missions Financial Report:
General Missions Received/Disbursed
First Quarter (1/1/26-3/31/26): $9,026
CLHS Missions Received/Disbursed
First Quarter (1/1/26-3/31/26): $4,495
Total Missions Received/Disbursed
First Quarter (1/1/26-3/31/26): $13,521
Congregational/Endowment Reports:

Restricted Endowment
Account Balance  Fund Balance
Balance as of 1/1/2026 613,190.13 45,715.82
Receipts 20,409.53 3,449.05
Disbursements 52,940.74 -
Balance as of 3/31/26 $ 580,658.92 $ 49,164.87
Q3 YTD
Income & Expense Report 1/1/26-3/31/26 7/1/25-3/31/26
Income $ 179,630 $ 654,144
Expenses $ (228,170) $ (674,389)
Income less Expenses $ (48,540) $ (20,246)

Checking AccountBalance
asof3/31/26 $ 7,154

Drawn from Savings (YTD)
Beginning Balance $ 30,000
Activity $ 12,500
Ending Balance (YTD) $ 42,500

A Motion was made seconded and carried to accept the financial reports as submitted.
Joint Council Recommendations
Approve Budget
Historically had a “plug” for offerings to balance the budget, this year changed to realistic budget.
Therefore, we are now showing a budget deficit of just over $100K. Salaries and benefits are larg-
est increase in expenses.
No discussion
A motion was made seconded and carried to accept the Budget as submitted.
Form a committee for Alumni Stewardship
Asking for volunteers to help contact alumni to ask for donations. Need a lead and 1-2 additional
people. Jeff Teske volunteered to be on committee.



Trustee Report
School : Boiler repair, $22,000 is estimated cost for repairs over the years (12 years old), looking at potential

replacement for Boiler. Received quote for new gym windows $26,000 (PTL is paying)
Church: working on heating and air condition, replace shingles that were blown off, fixed hole in wall, pest
control
A motion was made, seconded, and carried to accept Trustee Report.
Evangelism/Stewardship No report
St. John’s School Report
Current enrollment 129 (PK3-8™ grade)
16 students participated in spelling bee — 2" place in lower grades and 1% and 3" place in older grades
April 15-Academic Fair, April 17-Star Lab, Busy Track Season, Successful volleyball and boys basketball
season. March 1 and April 19 K-8 sang in church, Excessive absences near end of February and had emergency
closure day. Looking for 5/6 grade teacher, Cook, After-Care coordinator, May 20 is last day of school (field
day and closing chapel)
CLHS Report
Spaghetti lunch drive thru, Porkchop drive thru, Pi day with Pies made by students, Thawville sale April 19,
Music Groups — hand bells during Lenten services at St. Paul; Choir sang at all three buildings at Prairieview
on 4/23. Track is going well, Enrollment is open for next year, 3 St. Johns students already enrolled, 4 gradu
ates, one is going into full time church work. May 27 is graduation. Horticulture class is having 2" annual plan
sale on May 8 (free will donation)

Points of Interest
Beginning June 1the church office will be open on Wednesdays 8-2
Confirmation Questioning Sat. April 25" 6PM worship
Confirmation Sunday, May 3™
PreK promotion Wednesday, May 13" @ 6:00pm at church
Ascension Day May 14 @ 6:30; will also provide Ascension Day service during Chapel at 9AM
8™ Grade Graduation Thursday, May 21* @ 7:00 PM at church

One new voting member — Kristopher Hesford
A motion was made seconded and carried to accept new voting member.

Eugene asked if there was any other business to discuss with none offered.
Motion to Adjourn.
Closed with Lord’s Prayer.

Sunday school classes will resume on September
20. Children ages 3 and up are invited to at-
tend. Younger children are welcome to attend with an
adult. Classes begin following the Sunday morning 9
a.m. service, approximately 10:15 a.m., and end at
11:15 a.m.

Are you willing to help make our church's Sunday
school program a success? Sunday school teachers

LADIES AID ICE CREAM SOCIAL are needed! Please consider teaching part-time, full-
The Ladies Aid Ice Cream Social will be held on time, or as a substitute in all age groups. Contact Re-
Sunday, August 16 in the school cafeteria and gym bekah Sanders via call or text at 217-840-0660.
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. If you are willing to donate money to purchase
We will be serving hot beef, ham, Buckley rye Sunday school curriculum and supplies, please contact
bread and cheese sandwiches, ice cream, home made the church office.

pies and cake.

Our fundraisers, Ice Cream Social, garage sales,
bake sales, are used to support church, school and
other mission activities including: monetary dona-
tions to St. John's and Christ Lutheran schools, Prai-
rieview Lutheran Home, Lutheran Hour, Peace Re-
habilitation Center, donation of first time hymn
book, catechism and Bible to St. John’s students,
support for seminary food kitchens and monetary
support for seminary students



Board of Parish Education

Meeting Minutes — June 3, 2026
Jason called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.
Devotions: Matt
Quorum: Jason Wesslund, Corey Quinn, Kennedy
Glazik, Corey Grohler, Kira Ebert, Cody Kuester,
Matt Schuldt & Jodi Tavenner
Others present: Pastor Wyckoff, Eugene Forster
(Elder), Sandy Spitz (Principal) & Abby Balk (School
Secretary)
Agenda: Approved
Minutes: Motion made, seconded and carried to ap-
prove the May 6, 2026 minutes.
Financial: Motion was made, seconded and carried to
approve the May bank statements.
Athletic Report: Given by Sandy Spitz
Six students attended the Lutheran State Track and
Field Meet at Concordia University, River Forest, Illi-
nois.
Principal Report: Given by Sandy Spitz
2025-2026 enrollment ended at 128 PreK — 8" Grade
students / Looking for aftercare help / Abby Balk
(School Secretary) and Chad Ecker (Custodian) start-
ed work on June 2™ / Registration has started for the
2026-27 school year / Sandy will be attending: Illi-
nois State Lutheran Administrators Conference June 8
-10"™ — “Making the Case” Conference June 12-13" —
Synod Conference July 18-23™
Committee Reports:
Marketing/PR/Fundraising: (Kennedy Glazik & Kira
Ebert) - None
Sunday School: (Jodi Tavenner) — Asked the Board to
contact Rebekah Sanders to donate VBS snacks/
supplies
Budget: (Corey Grohler & Kennedy Glazik) — None
PTL: (Matt Schuldt) — None
Stewardship: (Corey Quinn) —
VBS fliers are out — School brochures going out — Fri-
day, June 19™ VBS program w/pizza at the Buckley
Lake
Picnic: (Cody Kuester) - None
Old Business:
5M/6™ Grade Teacher: Mairlaina Lingren has been
interviewed / 5"/6™ Science & Math Teacher is need-
ed / Athletic Code of Conduct: Handed out at the May
board meeting was reviewed
A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve
the Athletic Code of Conduct.
New Business:
Karen Bahler (1* grade part-time teacher) has decided
to retire and will not return to St. John’s for the 2026-
2027 school year / Wilma Zeidler Estate: ($50,000)
Decisions will need to be made regarding the usage of
this donation (Building - Curriculum — Tuition Assis-
tance) — A motion was made, seconded and carried to
use $3,764.00 of this donation to clear up the tuition
assistance account / IESA Participation: Motion

made, seconded and carried to participate in the IESA
sports program this includes a $275 per sport fee per
school. / Volleyball open gym will be June 8-11"
Executive Session:

Motion made, seconded and carried to enter executive
session at 7:59 p.m.

Motion made seconded and carried to exit executive
session at 8:43 p.m.

A motion was made that a letter be sent regarding
classroom items motion seconded and carried.
Motion was made, seconded and carried to adjourn at
8:47 p.m. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer

Submitted by Jodi Tavenner, Secretary

First Day of School is Wednesday, August 19

Orientation Monday, August 17 @6:00
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Boys Baseball Schedule

Thurs. 8/13  @4:30  vs. St. Malachy-Rantoul
Home

Tues. 8/18 @4:30 (@ PBL

Wed. 8/19 @4:30  vs. Cissna Park 5/6

Fri. 821 @4:30 @ St. Matthews-Champaign

Tues. 8/25 @4:30 @ Home vs. Grace Christian

Fri. 828 @4:15 @ Judah Christian

Wed. 9/2  @4:30 @ Donovan

Tues. 9/8  @4:30  vs. Ridgeview @ Colfax

Thurs. 9/10  @4:00 @ Watseka

Mon. 9/14 @4:30 vs. J. L. Nash @ Clifton

Tues. 9/15 @4:30 @ Cissna Park



Happy Birthday!
Philip Schuldt 8/1  Nikki Grohler
Camden Perkinson ~ 8/2  Alex Davis
Susan Vance 8/2 JJ Hull
Brylee Wise 8/3  William Luhrsen
Kinley Wise 8/3  Dennis Tavenner
Sophie Wise 8/3  Michelle Wheatley
Brittany Wise 8/4  Rhonda Wooten
Kevin Dettmering  8/5  Eve Bahler
Philip Scheiwe 8/5  Gary Bradshaw
Cory Uden 8/5  Laura Poplett
Allan Weber 8/6  Reggie Weppler
Scott Mitchell 8/6  Sherri Hoopingarner
Adrianna Lohrbach  8/7  Michelle Mitchell
David Dettmering 8/8  Andrew Martinez
Linda Kottke 8/8  Tina Wagner
Emmitt Conn 8/8  Aden Grohler
Janet Vance 8/9  Noah Niemann
Stacey Posey 8/11 Dwain Weber
Dakota Zenner 8/11 Tiffany Jeakins
Philip Reutter 8/13 Jackson Rohrbach
Shanice Sturgeon 8/13 Carol Hughes
Abigail Teske 8/13 Theresa Sturm
Raymond Wells 8/13 James Balk
Jane Rogers 8/14 Sandy Overman
Dalton Weber 8/14 Jodi Tavenner
Mick Kuester 8/15 Jason Rust
Brocktyn Roberts 8/15 Kyler Swanson
Ryan Teske 8/15 Mildred Bormet
Logan Mitchell 8/15 Tracie Teske
Kali Denault 8/16 Courtney Swanson
Sean Scheurich 8/18
Happy Anniversary!!
Brian & Suzie Breymeyer 8/1/1987
Woody & Mary Cowan 8/1/1992
Dwain & Nichole Weber 8/1/2009
Jason & Alison Jones 8/2/2003
Matt & Ashley McNeeley 8/2/2012
Jackie & Danny Masco 8/4/2007
Tim & Lisa Woodmansee 8/4/1990
Chad & Rachael Ecker 8/6/2011
Jerry & Jan Janssen 8/9/1964
Gordon & Brenda Schumacher  8/9/2008
Dennis & Theresa Sturm 8/11/1979
Blake & Karen Bahler 8/13/1988
Delmer & Debra Ecker 8/14/1976
Ardell & Dorothy Goetting 8/20/1967
Les & Lisa Dippel 8/20/1983
Alan & Kari Dudley 8/22/1992
Dennis & Nancy Tavenner 8/22/1975
Edward & Janice Nieman 8/27/1994
Derek & Dana Cobb 8/29/2009
Ryan & Tina Teske 8/29/2009
Wilmer & Laura Tholen 8/31/1974

8/19
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8/20
8/20
8/20
8/20
8/20
8/20
8/21
8/21
8/21
8/22
8/24
8/24
8/24
8/25
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/26
8/27
8/27
8/29
8/29
8/29
8/30
8/30
8/31
8/31
8/31
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The family of Virgil Niemann would like to thank
everyone for the many cards, calls and acts of
kindness we have been the recipient of in the past
week. Having a church family that is so supportive
has been a great comfort to us.

Norma Niemann,
Robyn Niemann and Scott and Kerri Blicharz

Thank you for praying for my health and recovery.
Your prayers gave me strength on the hard days. I am
doing much better now, and I am very grateful. Please
keep me in your prayers as I continue to improve and

get stronger. Janie Teske

choir practice

Adult choir will resume practices on Wednesday,
September 23 at 6 p.m. Anyone high school age and
older is welcome to join as we sing praises to the
Lord! Please contact Rebekah Sanders via call or text

at 217-840-0660 with any questions.

OFFICIAL ACTS

Virgil Niemann
Died - 6/20/26
Funeral - 6/25/26

MEMORIALS

In Memory of Virgil Niemann

St. John’s Church $1,905.00
St. John’s School $255.00
Organ Fund $50.00

In Memory of Marilyn Niemann
St. John’s Church $100.00
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

St. John’s Lutheran Church

P. O. Box 6 Buckley, Illinois 60918-0006

Rev. J. Kevin Wyckoff

Parsonage Phone: 217-394-2495
Office Phone: 217-394-2444

Hours: 8:00-2:00 Wed.

churchoffice@stjohnsbuckley.com

pastor@stjohnsbuckley.com
Cell Phone: 217-979-3891
Amy 217-781-2332

www.stjohnsbuckley.com

1

6:00 Worship

Derek Bohlmann
preaching

2

9:00 Worship
Derek Bohlmann
preaching

Tellers #9

3 4

8:30 Community
Bible Study @
Legion

S

6:30 Board of Ed

6

1:00 Ladies Aid

8

6:00 Worship

Derek Bohlmann
preaching

PASTOR’S VACATION

— July

28—Aug 11 Amy 217-781-2332 Eugene 815-351-0933

9:00 Worship
Derek Bohlmann
preaching

Tellers #10

10 11

8:30 Community
Bible Study @
Legion

7:00 Trustees

12

13

4:30 Baseball vs St.
Malachy-Home

6:00 Elders

14

15

6:00 Worship
w/communion

16

9:00 Worship w/comm
Teacher Rededication
10:30 1:00 Ladies Aid Ice
Cream Social

Tellers # 1

6:00 Orientation @
school

18

8:30 Community
Bible Study @
Legion

4:30 Baseball @
PBL

17

19

8:30 Chapel-Pastor
Wyckoff

First Day of School
PreK-8

4:30 Baseball vs.
Cissna Park—Home

20

21

4:30 Baseball vs St.
Matt’s-Home

NEWSLET TER
DEADLINE

22

6:00 Worship
w/communion

23

9:00 Worship w/ comm
Tellers #2
30

9:00 Worship w/comm
Tellers #3

25

8:30 Community
Bible Study @
31 Legion
4:30 Baseball vs.
Grace Christian
Home

26

8:30 Chapel-Sandy
Spitz

First Day of School
PreK3

5:00 Evangelism/
Stewardship

27

28

4:30 Baseball @.
Judah Christian
Champaign

29

6:00 Worship
w/communion
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