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“Now when these things begin to take place, 
straighten up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” -(Lk. 21:28 ESV) 

 
 
When we see forces of evil so evident in our 
world, we are tempted to fear the future. We see 
wars and conflicts, political unrest and violence 
even in our own country. All of which causes us 
to fear that no one is in control and evil is 
winning the day. Giving in to such temptation is 
really committing the sin of failing to trust God. 
Sometimes our faith is too small. We believe God 
only rules over spiritual things, and doesn’t 
govern world events, which seem chaotic and 
without an ultimate goal or purpose. The events 
described in the news conceal from us God’s 
hand, which is guiding history according to His 
gracious and saving will.  

 
The words given to Isaiah reveal the truth of the 
matter: Thus says the LORD to Cyrus His 
anointed, Whom I have taken by the right hand, 
To subdue nations before him, And to loose the 
loins of kings; To open doors before him so that 
gates will not be shut: 2 "I will go before you and 
make the rough places smooth; I will shatter the 
doors of bronze, and cut through their iron bars. 3 

"And I will give you the treasures of darkness, 
And hidden wealth of secret places, In order that 
you may know that it is I, The LORD, the God of 
Israel, who calls you by your name. 4 "For the sake 
of Jacob My servant, And Israel My chosen one, I 
have also called you by your name; I have given 
you a title of honor Though you have not known 
Me. 5 "I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you, 
though you have not known Me; 6 That men may 
know from the rising to the setting of the sun That 
there is no one besides Me. I am the LORD, and 
there is no other, (Isa. 45:1-6 NAS) 

 
Isaiah prophesies this word from God 150 to 200 
years before Cyrus is born. Thus, God promises that 
He will intervene in world history and use a foreign 
king to be His “anointed” to accomplish His purposes 
for His people. We know from history that Cyrus did 
conquer Babylon in 538 B.C.  Then, Cyrus issued a 
decree to permit the people of Judah to return to their 
land. God was in control of history and its events for 

the sake of His people. 
 

Paul tells us that at just the right time Christ our Savior 
was born. Christ’s birth came after Alexander the Great 
had conquered much of that region of the world. He 
gave the peoples he had conquered Greek as a common 
language. Christ came after Rome had risen to power 
and taken over the remains of Alexander’s empire. 
They built roads, (many still in use today because they 
were so well built). They brought the peace of Rome 
that guarded those roadways throughout the empire so 
people could travel in safety. God was in control, as 
now the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Savior He had sent 
to save the world, could now quickly spread 
throughout the world with a common language.  

 
In the book of Revelation God reveals that He is still in 
control from the time of Christ ascension to His second 
coming. There He reveals many of the evils that we 
experience, but also shows how He is using and 
guiding these events to further the mission of His 
Church and the saving of many. In this book He 
reveals the conclusion of all history with the second 
coming of His Son and the new heavens and earth that 
we will enjoy for all of eternity.  

 
So, when you are tempted to fear because of the things 
you see coming upon the earth, take heart and know 
that God is in control and working all things for good 
for those who love Him and have been called 
according to His purpose. Jesus Himself encourages 
you: “Now when these things begin to take place, 
straighten up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” -(Lk. 21:28 ESV) 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor J. Kevin Wyckoff 



 

St. John's Lutheran Church 
Statement of Activity 
General Fund Actual 

AUG 2026 
 
Income: 
Regular offerings     $36,174 
School-related     $47,505 
Other        $1,464 
Total income      $85,142 
 

Expenses: 
Salary & benefits     $42,927 
Benefits       $8,753 
Taxes        $1,644 
Total salary and benefits   $53,324 
Utilities       $4,014 
Insurance       $376 
Building Maintenance   $1,186 
Office expenses     $1,489 
Church expenses     $275 
Other expenses     $627 
Total expenses     $61,292 
 

Excess/(Deficit)     $23,851 
 

Drawn from savings    ($28,000) 
 

Beginning balance    $15,849 
Ending balance     $11,700 
 

Drawn from savings balance $75,000 

LCMS Stewardship Article 
 It’s in the Way that You Use It  
Consider the humble baseball bat. It is a simple tool 
designed for a complex task. The batter needs a tool 
that can consistently deliver force to a small ball 
which may be thrown at over 100 miles per hour, but 
which might also come slanting across the plate as a 
slow curve. For a game like this, the founders of 
baseball had to redesign the old cricket bat, which is 
more of a flat paddle. The tool had to fit the job.  
 But even a specially-designed tool can be used 
for a different purpose. It turns out that some years 
ago in England, the home of cricket, baseball bats 
suddenly started selling like hotcakes. What were 
folks across the pond doing with all those baseball 
bats? Using them as clubs in riots!  
A tool can be used, and it can be misused. It’s all in 
the way that you use it.  
 The same is true with the things of God. The 
Second Commandment states that we should “not 
misuse the name of the Lord.” In the Small Cate-
chism, Luther goes on to tell us exactly what this 
misuse is, as well as the proper use: “We should fear 
and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use sa-
tanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon 
it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give 
thanks.” (SC I)  
 The Lord has given us His name: He has placed 
it upon us in Holy Baptism and He has invited us to 
pray to Him as our Father. In this sense, the Lord’s 
name is something for us to use. We should not mis-
use it … and we should not fail to use it. The Phari-
sees of old were so afraid of misusing the name of 
God that they decided to simply never say the name 
of God (YHWH, Jehovah) at all! This non-use is just 
as bad as misuse. The Lord gives His gifts for our 
use.  
 A Christian steward is one who is called to use 
all of God’s gifts for His purposes. This includes 
things like the Name of God, the Sacraments and the 
Word, and it also includes things like our family and 
friends, our talents and skills, our money and re-
sources. Everything that God has given to you, He 
has given to you so that you may be blessed to use it 
for His kingdom.  
It’s all in the way that you use it! 

LCMS Church Worker Wellness 
 October is Church Worker Appreciation Month! 
There are countless ways for individuals to express 
appreciation and for congregations to show love and 
gratitude for their church workers. Here are simply a 
few ideas: Pray for your pastor, deaconess, Lutheran 
school teachers and other called church workers 
serving in your midst. Write a handwritten note of 
encouragement. Give a gift — whether big or small, 
a simple gesture of remembrance goes a long way. 

For even more specific ideas, visit thelc.ms/
appreciation. What a gift when congregation and 
church workers mutually encourage each other, so 
that the Gospel may spread and that faith my grow 
among us all (Romans 1:12). 

LCMS Family Ministry Article October 2026 
 “Worship the Lord with gladness; come before 
him with joyful songs” -(Psalm 100:2 NIV).  
 The Bible is filled with places that praise God 
and talk about singing songs of praise. The Psalms in 
particular are full of this. We have a God who has 
done it all for us, and so we can respond with praise. 
We have a rich tradition of songs and hymns that 
praise our God. Many of these songs and hymns can 
help to teach the Christian faith, especially since 
songs are an easy way to learn and memorize. Little 
children learn songs easily and often these songs that 
we learn when we are very young are the ones that 
stay with us when we grow old. Parents can encour-
age children to sing by singing in church or by play-
ing music at home or in the car that praises God and 
teaches the Christian faith. 



 

St. John’s School News 
217-394-2422 www.stjohnsbuckley.com 

St. John’s Lutheran School exists to teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to assist families  
in following our Lord’s commands by providing sound Christian training for children. 

Philosophy 
 We, at St. John’s Lutheran School in Buckley, Illinois, believe that each child is a child of GOD; created by the Father, redeemed by the Son, 
and sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, empowered by the congregation and supported by the children’s parents, we teach using 
developmentally appropriate methods and practices.  Our goal is to fulfill each child’s potential by teaching excellence in character, education, and 
leadership throughout the integrated curriculum using sound Lutheran doctrinal principles based upon scriptural truth. 

Board of Parish Education 
Meeting Minutes – August 5, 2026 

Kennedy called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. 
Devotions:  Jodi Tavenner 
Quorum was attained by: Kennedy Glazik, Jodi 
Tavenner, Matt Schuldt, Cody Kuester, Kira Ebert, 
Corey Quinn & Corey Grohler 
Others present: Sandy Spitz (Principal), Eugene For-
ster, Bryan Breymeyer (Elders),  
Abby Balk (School Secretary), Chad Ecker (School 
Custodian) & Emily Aberle (Teacher) 
Agenda:  Approved 
Minutes: Motion made, seconded and carried to ap-
prove the July 1, 2026 minutes. 
Financial: Motion was made, seconded and carried 
to approve the July bank statements. 
Athletic Report: Given by Sandy Spitz 
IESA Handbook under 2.041 states: “All contestants 
shall be in grades five through eight (5-8) and shall 
not have passed eighth grade standing.  At no time, 
may a student who is in fourth grade or lower prac-
tice or participate with a member school.” 
Sandy requested help from the Board of Parish Edu-
cation supervising home games (A sign-up sheet was 
passed around). 
Principal Report: Given by Sandy Spitz 
As of today, enrollment for the 2026-27 school year 
is 119 / The office is working on delinquent pay-
ments from the 2025-26 school year / A staff meet-
ing was held today / The theme for the 2026-27 
school year is “Rooted in Christ” from Colossians 
Committee Reports: None 
Building: The new windows have been installed in 
the gym, locker rooms and boiler room 
Old Business: 
Looking for after-care program staff (hours are 2:30-
5:30) and Pre-K Aides – 1st, 5th/6th grades are fully 
staffed 
New Business:  
St. John’s Parent-Student handbook was handed out 
to the board.  Michael Stoerger, Reverend at Peace 
Lutheran Church in Thomasboro, has invited repre-
sentatives of St. John’s to a workshop titled 
“Exploring God’s Mission Here” on September 26th 
from 9-3:30 lunch is included.  St. John’s School has 
received a lot of useful items from Trinity Lutheran 
School in Danville, Illinois and Paxton Community 
Nursery School in Paxton both schools have closed 
their doors. 

Motion was made, seconded and carried to adjourn at 
7:12 p.m.  
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
Submitted by Jodi Tavenner, Secretary 

 

Classroom News 
Kindergarten—Mrs. Traci Riddle  
September has filled the Kindergarten classroom with 
joy and lots of learning!  We have been busy learning 
Math, Phonics, Reading, Religion, Handwriting, So-
cial Studies, Science, Music, Art and PE!  Kindergar-
ten does so many hands-on and fun activities that 
make learning fun!  We have been learning our letters 
and sounds along with new sight words to begin our 
reading journey, started growing a plant from a lima 
bean to learn the plant parts, worked with cool math 
manipulatives to help learn many math concepts, we 
made a volcano erupt from an apple and so much 
more!  Since the first day of school and will continue 
to the last day of school and hopefully forever, the 
children have been learning to live life through the 
wonderful gifts of the Fruits of the Spirit that God so 
graciously gave us! Do you know the Fruits of the 
Spirit?  They are Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kind-
ness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-
Control (we have learned a fun song with motions to 
learn our Fruits of the Spirit)!  It’s hard to believe the 
school year has just begun and we have so many more 
fun times of learning ahead! 
 
God Blesses You and We Do Too, 
Mrs. Riddle and all of the Kindergarten 
 
1st Grade- Mrs. Kaitlyn Schuldt & Mrs. Kara Kidwell 
We are off to a great start in First Grade! We have 
been busy learning the classroom routines and expec-
tations and much more. Some of the highlights of our 
year so far have been “Foodie Fridays”, reading The 
Mouse and the Motorcycle each day, conducting a 
root experiment, learning about 9/11 on Patriot’s Day, 
mystery pets, and Pastor visiting our classroom and 
having lunch with us. We have been reading about 
Abraham and his faith the past few weeks. We are 
learning that God hears our prayers and answers them 
by providing us with what He knows we need. We are 
having the best time in First Grade!  
 



 

5th/6th—Mrs. Lindgren & Mrs. Banik 
Overheard in 5th & 6th Grade: Big kids still love 
story time, GRAPES aren’t just for eating, and when 
you don’t know the answer—look in a book! From 
“digging” into history and archaeology to exploring 
cells in science, our days are full of learning, laugh-
ter, and connections across subjects. And through 
Mission Pre-K, our students are putting their faith 
into action by looking for ways to serve, encourage, 
and show Jesus to the little ones around them. We 
are so proud of their curiosity, kindness, and grow-
ing leadership! 
Thank you, ~Mrs. Lindgren 
  

Music—Mrs. Kara Kidwell  
Music is off to a fun start for the school year. We 
have been learning about and singing songs related 
to our theme for the school year: Rooted in Christ. 
In grades PK-4, we have incorporated movement 
and rhythm through the use of scarves. We have also 
learned about and played different instruments such 
as the ukulele, piano, rhythm sticks and sand blocks. 
We are learning to keep a steady beat and sing out 
with confidence. Students are looking forward to 
earning music bucks and becoming the musician of 
the month.  

Girls Basketball Schedule 
Tues. 9/29 5:00 @ St. Paul Bourbonnais 
Thurs. 10/1 5:30 @ Trinity Bloomington 
Tues. 10/6 5:30  vs. St. Mary’s Pontiac 
Thurs. 10/8 5:30 @ Donovan 
Mon.  10/12 5:30 vs. Hoopeston 
Tues. 10/13 4:45 @ Next Generation—Champaign 
Thurs. 10/15 5:30 @ Cissna Park 
Mon.  10/19 5:30 vs. Judah Christian 
Tues. 10/20 5:30  vs. St. Malachy 
Thurs. 10/22 5:30 vs. Watseka 
Mon.  10/26 5:30 vs. Fisher 
Tues. 10/27 5:30 vs. Grace Christian 
Thurs.  10/29 5:30 @ Tri-Point—Piper City 
Tues. 11/3 5:30 @ St. Thomas Philo 
Wed. 11/6 5:30 @ Ridgeview—Colfax 
11/7, 11/10 & 11/12—Iroquois County Tourney– Home 
Tues.  11/17 5:30 vs. Holy Cross 
Thurs. 11/19 6:30 @ Iroquois West-Onarga 
 
ONE GAME WILL BE PLAYED ON EACH 

DATE, EXCEPT FOR THE  
IROQUOIS COUNTY TOURNAMENT 

DATES. 
Schedule and game times are subject to 

change. 

Would you be willing to help work concessions or gate 
at home games?  This year our girls basketball team is 
small and only has 8 girls.  Therefore, we only have six 
families to do all the spots needed to have a home 
game.  Out of the 6 families 2 of them are coaching.  If 
you are willing and available to help with this please 
contact Abby in the school office and she will let you 
know where and when your help is needed.  Thanks so 
much!! 
 
I invite you to sign up for "Concessions/Book/Clock/
Admissions" at SignUpGenius! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0F4AA9A92DABF5C43-65890668-
concessionsbookc  

We Need You Sunday school classes have resumed, and it isn't too 
late to join!  Children ages 3 through high school 
are invited to attend.  Younger children are welcome 
to attend with an adult.  Classes begin following 
the Sunday morning 9 a.m. service, approximate-
ly 10:15 a.m., and end at 11:15 a.m.    
 

Are you willing to help make our church's Sunday 
school program a success?  Sunday school teachers 
are always needed!  Please consider teaching part-
time, full-time, or as a substitute in all age 
groups.  Contact Rebekah Sanders via call or text 
at 217-840-0660 if you are willing to help teach.  If 
you are willing to donate money to purchase Sunday 
school curriculum and supplies, please contact the 
church office.    



 

St. John’s Ladies Aid/LWML Minutes 
September 3, 2026 

 

President Chris Dippel welcomed members and 
guests and called the meeting to order. 
 

Vice President and Christian Growth Chairman, Re-
na Wagner, led the devotions.  We sang Hymn#770 
Children of the Heavenly Father. 
 

Roll call was taken with 17 members and 1 guest 
present. 
 

Minutes from August minutes were read and ap-
proved.   
 

The treasurer report was presented and filed for au-
dit. 
 

Reports and Business: 
*  Thanks to those who helped with the Ice Cream 
Social, donated for the CLHS Auction. 
*  LWML Sunday is October 4.  Flyers for bulletins 
have been ordered.  There will be mite boxes availa-
ble at the door.  Altar flowers will be or-
dered.  Quilts will be on display. 
*  LWR Quilting has begun on Wednesday morn-
ings at 8:30 in the church basement.  Anyone is wel-
come to come.  A quilt was donated to Prairieview. 
*  C.I.D. Fall Rally is September 8 at St. John's in 
Champaign.  Anyone who would like to go but not 
yet registered, let Chris know. 
*  Fall Retreat at Camp Cilca is October 2 and 
3.  Friday registration is 5:00 p.m.  Saturday retreat 
resumes at 8:00 a.m.  Deadline for registration is 
Sept 25.  The forms are available on lwmlcid.org 
*  Fall garage sale is Thursday, Sept 24 and Friday, 
Sept 25.  Bake sale will be on Friday only.  Sign up 
sheet is available to help with the various tasks. 
*  We voted to purchase a steam heater table for the 
school lunchroom that will keep the food at the 
proper temp for the health department. 
 

There were no birthdays.  We closed the meeting 
with The Lord's Prayer and The Common Table 
Prayer.   
 

We continued with the topic which was a lovely mu-
sic program put on by Carol Liston and the CLHS 
students.   
 

Dates to Remember: 
September 8:  Fall Rally in Champaign 
September 11, 12: Prairieview Fall Festival 
September 24, 25:  Fall Garage Sale/Bake Sale 
October 1:  Ladies Aid/LWML meeting, topic is 
Keith Williams on the Organ 
October 2, 3:  Fall Retreat at Camp Cilca 
October 4:  LWML Sunday 
Sylvia Watson, Secretary 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School Bour-
bonnais will be hosting a Special Concert and 

you are invited!! 
 
Join us for “Thy Boundless Love” on Sunday,  
October 18 @4:30 p.m. The concert will feature 
The Kapelle, Chamber Orchestra, and Wind  
Symphony for an afternoon of beautiful sacred 
music. 
 
We’re especially excited to welcome back St. 
Paul’s Lutheran alumnus Ben Kubal, who will be 
performing as part of the concert! It’s always a joy 
to see one of our own return and share the gifts 
God has given him. 
 
Sunday, October 18th @ 4:30 p.m. 
St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
1780 Career Center Road 
Bourbonnais, IL 
 
Come enjoy an afternoon of music celebrating the 
boundless love of Christ.  Invite your family and 
friends—we hope to see you there!   

Men's Choir will sing on Sunday, October 11.  Prac-
tice will be held on Wednesday, October 7 at 6:30 
p.m.. 
 

All men, high school age and up, are welcome to 
join! Contact Rebekah Sanders or Larry Abbe with 
any questions. 



 

Church Attendance 
Saturday & Sunday Services 

         2026 2025 
 August 23 133 134 
 August 30 137 157 
 Sept 6 134 180 
 Sept 13 150 156 
 
 Average for the Month: 139 157 
  

(Average does not include mid-week services.) 

Happy  
Birthday! 

Trent  Wooten   10/1 
Peggy Shockley  10/1 
Erin Park    10/2 
Butch Kuester   10/3 
Anna Brookhart  10/4 
Terry Schuldt   10/4 
Nancy Rumsey  10/5 
Lori Tjardes   10/6 
Keanan Crabb   10/7 
Paige Kuester   10/7 
Emma Steiner   10/7 
Rosie Rust    10/8 
Tracey Dahlman  10/9 
Sheri Reynolds  10/10 
Shayne Weber   10/11 
Jackie Masco   10/12 
Drake Sanders   10/12 
Wayne Wagner  10/13 
Jodi Behrens   10/14 
Molly Steiger   10/15 
Grace Rosales   10/16 
Adam Teske   10/16 
Judy Bender   10/17 
Joshua Timm   10/17 
Emmie Brookhart  10/18 
Sue Burklund   10/18 
Derrick Babbs   10/19 
Chandler Balk   10/19 

Jake Norder  10/19 
Ryan Vance  10/19 
Amelia Swanson 10/19 
Brooke Downing 10/20 
John Britton  10/20 
Isabella Martinez 10/20 
Lucas Calver  10/21 
Jim Hull   10/21 
Ashley Mathews  10/22 
Mallory Quinn   10/22 
Kortnie Schroeder 10/22 
Savannah Jones 10/23 
Colin Marquis  10/24 
Myron Rust  10/24 
Stetson Weber  10/24 
Reece Park  10/25 
Weston Weber    10/25 
Don Schroeder  10/26 
Ryan Perkinson 10/27 
Carol Niemann 10/28 
Tina Teske   10/28 
Pastor Wyckoff 10/28 
Rosemary Weber 10/29 
Brandon Sarge  10/29 
Kori Balk   10/30 
Madelyn Glazik 10/30 
Michael DeBella 10/31 
Amber Peacock 10/31 
Kellen Rock  10/31 

Official Acts 
Baptism 

Jackson Henrichs 
Son of Jefferson & Kaitlyn Henrichs 

Happy Anniversary! 
Thomas & Lauren Rubarts 10/1/2016 
Christa & Jason Norder  10/4/2008 
Gretchen & Whitman Davis 10/5/1991 
Kaitlyn & Jeff Henrichs  10/5/2013 
Susan & Barry Schlickman 10/6/2001 
Allan & Tammy Weber  10/7/1994 
Dustin & Ashley Behrens  10/11/2008 
Jason & Lana Wesslund  10/13/2001 
Adam & Amber Tofari  10/15/1994 
April & Jason Dalton   10/16/1999 
Doug & Kara Teske   10/17/1992 
Pastor & Cindy Wyckoff  10/17/1987 
Ernie & Sherri Hoopingarner 10/21/1987 
Corey & Sarah Tobeck  10/22/2011 
Darold & Rita Warrens  10/29/1966 

We would like to thank the members of  
St. John’s Lutheran Church for their donation 

to the CLHS Scholarship fund.   
The Griest Family 

The Bohlmann Family 
 

Thank you to the Trustees for removing the old 
boiler from the church.  A huge Thank you to 
Corey, Aden & Eli Grohler for your help!  We 

really appreciated it.  As you may know we 
saved money by removing the old boiler our-

selves.  We also received a money for the 
scrap. 

 
Thanks you for the donations for the garage/

bake sale. Special thanks to Scott and Michelle 
Mitchell for setting up tables at the legion and 

arranging for a new garage sale sign. 
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